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THE DHKP-C 


WILE FRUSTRATE 
ALL GERMAN IMPERIALISM’S ATTEMPTS 
AT BANS AND DEMAGOGY 


hrough a decision 
announced on August 13, 
1998, German imperialism 
declared the activities of 
our Party on German 
territory to be «forbidden». 
This declaration by 
German Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther, was 
justified with all the 
demagogy and slanders by 
the ruling class which we 
have long been 
accustomed to hearing. 
The grounds for the 
decision are spurious. We 
reject this decision both 
politically and legally, and 
will continue to reject it. 
But first left us examine 
what German imperialism 
is trying to achieve. 


WHY HAS 
GERMANY 
BANNED THE 
DHKP-C? 


There are several 
answers to this question. 
Firstly: elections will 

take place soon in 
Germany. In Germany, just 
like in the neo-colonies, 
demagogy about terrorism 
is widespread. The subject 


of «internal security» is an 
issue often brought up in 
the parties’ election 
propaganda. The 
government, following the 
policies of the Nazis, is 
trying to win votes in the 
elections by banning a 
party on grounds of it «... 
endangering the internal 
security and public order 
of the Federal Republic». 
Second: it is not exactly 
a coincidence that the ban 
was enacted precisely 
when German imperialism 
is selling a large quantity of 
weapons to fascism in 
Turkey. Economic 
interests determine 
relations between the 
imperialists and neo- 
colonies and the political 
decisions which result 
from these relations. The 
debate whether or nota 
country supports another 
politically is conducted in 
parallel with the business 
dealings of major firms 
from the countries 
involved. In every major 
case of wheeling and 
dealing by the oligarchy in 
Turkey with the 
imperialists, the basic 


demand made on the 
imperialists is that they 
impede the activities of 
organisations from Turkey 
which operate on their soil. 
The ban is the result of just 
such negotiations . 

Third: German 
imperialism, both now and 
for a long time previously, 
has cooperated closely 
with fascism in Turkey and 
the Susurluk state. In 1980, 
Germany supported the 
September 12 military 
coup, and it expressed its 
support by banning 
Devrimci Sol because of its 
activities aimed at 
exposing the nature of the 
fascist junta. Now there are 
two organisations which 
the oligarchy in Turkey 
attacks using every kind of 
method, and which are 
seen as major threats: the 
DHKP-C and the PKK. On 
its own soil, Germany is 
carrying out the policies of 
the Susurluk state. Fourth: 
German imperialism wants 
the millions of our people 
who live in Germany as 
workers and migrants to 
remain unorganised. It is 
disturbed by the idea that 
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We reject this decision 
both politically and 
legally, and will 
continue to reject it. 
But first left us 


examine what German 
imperialism is trying 
to achieve. 


our people, who have been 
exploited for years, should be 
organised and able to stand up for 
their rights. There are 2,500,000 of 
our people living in Germany, out 
of 3,000,000 of us in Europe as a 
whole. Naturally it is impossible for 
the DHKP-C to be indifferent to the 
problems and demands of our 
people. German imperialism is 
disturbed by this. 

Fifth: German imperialism’s ban 
on the DHKP-C is, apart from 
everything else , related to class: 
the DHKP-C is a Marxist-Leninist 
organisation. It defends socialism. 
It is opposed to capitalism and the 
system of exploitation. Germany is 
an exploitative imperialist land. For 
this reason it is normal that for 
reasons of class, it should seek to 
hinder the development of the 
DHKP-C. 

Sixth: The decision is not legal 
but political. German imperialism 
has in any case constantly sought 
to hinder the activities of the 
DHKP-C for reasons of class 
politics. A de facto ban has long 
existed. Now imperialism wants to 
take this obstruction a step further. 
But in doing that it infringes its 
own legal system. The ban was 
explained by Interior Minister 
Manfred Kanther as a «reaction 
against the verdict of the Federal 
Court». The Federal Court handed 
down a judgement on February 4, 
1998 which tended in the direction 
that the ban on Devrimci Sol in 


1983 was not applicable to the 
DHKP-C. This decision had made it 
difficult for German imperialism to 
continue a de facto ban on the 
DHKP-C. It was an obstacle to the 
arbitrary conduct of the German 
police. To circumvent the decision 
of the Federal Court, the German 
government came up with this ban, 
arrived at through non- juridical 
means. 


GERMANY’S ACTIONS 
GOVERNED BY NAZI 
MENTALITY 


While German imperialism gives 
covert support to the racists and 
does not act to hinder their 


activities, it comes up with new 
laws against «foreigners» which 
make their lives more difficult with 
every day that passes. This is a part 
of its role as a chief bulwark of US 
imperialist aggression against the 
peoples of the world, and a means 
for it to take part in these attacks 
itself. This is the politics of Nazi 
Germany. The current German 
government has the same 
mentality. 

German imperialism has not 
come to terms with its own fascist 
past, in which Hitler was a problem 
for the peoples of the entire world: 
on the contrary, it is continuing the 
legacy of Nazism. Its foreign and 
domestic policies are a sign of this. 

German imperialism, which 
claims that by banning 
revolutionary organisations it is 
«securing public order», sees the 
existence of legal Nazi parties as 
legitimate. Only token efforts are 
made to hinder their activities - 
there is no serious opposition to 
them. The international 
monopolies direct and nurture the 
fascists. When the ban says that 
«the Federal government, together 
with the Lander in the Federal 


Republic, will continue to actina 
consistent and decisive manner 
against those who perpetrate 
violence under cover of political 
aims, whether of the left or the 
right,» this is not in the least bit 
credible. For example, the support 
and toleration of German 
imperialism for racists also applies 
to fascist organisations from 
Turkey. Fascist and reactionary 
organisations have committed 
depredations against our people for 
years under the protective 
umbrella of German governments. 
These are the ones who operate 
under «political cover». The DHKP- 
C uses no mask whatsoever: The 
DHKP-C is a fighting organisation 
which on the basis of armed 
struggle fights for the 
establishment of people’s power in 
Turkey. 

To conceal its Nazi nature, 
German imperialism says its 
announced this ban «in the 
interests of peaceful coexistence 
between our Turkish and German 
fellow citizens». The DHKP-C is a 
friend of the German people. It has 
not carried out a single action in 
Germany which harmed the 
German people. We stand for the 
unity and fraternity of all the 
peoples of the world. Our war and 


our struggle is conducted ‘ 


accordingly. The development of 
the DHKP-C in Germany therefore 
means developing the solidarity 
and fraternity of the Turkish, 
Kurdish and German peoples. 
Since German imperialism knows 
this too, it engages in demagogy. 
The things which actually cause 
hostility among the German, 
Turkish and Kurdish peoples are 
racist attacks and the activities of 
the civil fascist MHP (the Grey 
Wolves). But the German 
government cannot prevent these. 
The reason is that «xenophobia» is 


in reality not a monopoly of racist 
organisations, but is woven into the 
fabric of German imperialism itself. 


THE REASONS FOR THE 
BAN AND THE FACTS 


t is claimed that the activities of 
the DHKP-C threaten the internal 
security and public order of 


Germany. The DHKP-C is an 
organisation which takes the armed 
struggle as its basis. But the spirit 
underlying the armed struggle 
applies to our own land. For our 
struggle to win power is conducted 
in Turkey. Our Party and Front do 
not conduct an armed struggle in 
Germany. The activities of our 
Party-Front in Germany are mainly 
aimed at winning our people who 
live in Germany to support and 
participate in the struggle taking 
place in our own land. It is however 
impossible to claim that this 
threatens the public order of 
Germany. It is actually the 
imperialists, the oligarchy and their 
official and civil forces which 
threaten the safety of the peoples . 

In Turkey, these civil forces are 
referred to as the «idealist youth», 
in Germany they are «skinheads», 
in other countries they are called 
other names. In Turkey special 
teams were set up to use terror 
against the people and the 
revolutionaries, while in Germany 
there is GS-9. To guarantee its 
internal security, Germany must 
first of all rein in its racist attacks 
and its own police. 

We are the most open 
movement in the world. Our 
policies towards friends and 
enemies are also openly 
conducted. We do not alter our 
policies to win approval from this 
or that country. Our organisation 
and our mentality in conducting 
our struggle abroad is just as we 
have set out above. Nobody has the 


right to say otherwise. German 
imperialism’s justifications for its 
actions are artificial, and bear no 
relation to our activities and 
strategy for struggle outside our 
own country. 

It is claimed that the DHKP-C 
finances itself through extorting 
donations. Our Party’s approach to 
the popular masses rejects this. Our 
Party has never collected money 
through extorting donations, either 
in Turkey or abroad. Of course, our 
Party-Front collects donations 
from our people living abroad. But, 
just as the name suggests, they are 
«donations», in other words, given 
voluntarily. German imperialism 
cannot prove the contrary. When 
German imperialism brings up 
various disputes and clashes which 
occur from time to time and calls 
them «criminal activity» by our 
Party-Front, it ignores the 
aggression and provocations of 
both the German racists and the 
fascist organisations from Turkey. 
It is claimed that Kurtulus is the 
organ of the DHKP-C and the 
income from the newspaper 
finances the organisation. Again, 
this is a claim which has no legal 
basis, nor is it supported by 
evidence. The central organ of the 
DHKP- C is the Devrimci Sol 
magazine. Apart from these, the 
DHKP-C publishes statements on 
various themes through DHKP and 
DHKC bulletins and press 
statements from DHKC bureaus. 
Kurtulus is a newspaper which 
appears legally in Turkey and 
Germany. German imperialism has 
completely adopted the 
justifications for attacking Kurtulus 
used by the contra-guerrillas in 
Turkey, and is trying to implement 
them in Germany. While the ban 
on Kurtulus justified by German 
imperialism on the grounds that it 
is the organ of the DHKP-C is 
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arbitrary and outside the bounds of 
the law, in Turkey itself Kurtulus 
continues to be published legally. 

The claim that the money raised 
from newspaper sales is used to 
finance the organisation is not only 
incorrect but actually ridiculous as 
well. The entire revolutionary press 
in Turkey puts up major resistance 
in the face of every kind of police 
terror and confiscations, as well as 
heavy fines and oppressive 
conditions, not only to continue 
publishing its revolutionary 
journals but even to keep its head 
above water financially. If German 
imperialism had been in the 
slightest curious about the 
economic condition of these 
papers, it would not have made 
such a ridiculous claim. It could 
have got the necessary information 
about them from MIT (the security 
service of Turkey’s oligarchy) and 
the torturer-police of Turkey, with 
whom German imperialism 
cooperates closely. 

German imperialism justifies its 
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ban because of the attacks by the 
putschist bands it protects. Interior 
Minister Kanther’s statement 
mentions «bloody conflicts» and 
«murder». In reality there has not 
been such a massive conflict 
between our Party in Germany and 
the band of putschist traitors. 
Because in spite of every form of 
support from the left in Turkey and 
the German police in cooperation 
with the contra-guerrillas in 
Turkey, the band of putschist 
traitors does not exist in Germany. 
The occasion used to justify the 
ban is a «clash» in Hamburg. On 
the occasion cited, the putschists 
attacked our supporters while 
being followed and supervised by 
the German police. It is very clear 
that the police in the case played 
the role of supporters and inciters 
on behalf of the putschists. That 
the putschists and the police acted 
together with the aim of bringing 
the DHKP-C into difficulties is 
proved by the ban. 


THE DHKP-C CANNOT 
BE PREVENTED OR 


BANNED 


The DHKP-C is an organisation 
which has created traditions of 
worldwide significance, 
persistently and decisively 


defending socialism at a time 
when the entire globe was criss- 
crossed with the message that 
«socialism is dead» ; at a time when 
almost the entire world remained 
silent in the face of imperialist 
aggression, it openly opposed it. Of 
course, the echo of such a struggle 
was heard outside the borders of 
our country and received the 
sympathy of the peoples of the 
world, especially revolutionary and 
patriotic organisations and 
democratic public opinion. Because 
of this mission of ours , as well as 


our unremitting struggle against the 
oligarchy on our own soil, aimed at 
winning people’s power, we 
represent a threat for all the ruling 
classes and all the imperialists. So 
the name of the DHKP-C features 
prominently in the «terrorism list» 
issued by US imperialism. Today 
dozens of our supporters are in the 
jails of the European imperialists. 
The imperialists attack our actions 
and disrupt our cultural events. 
This is not something unexpected. 
It corresponds to the reality of the 
class struggle. We will also not be 
developing any policies or tactics to 
please the imperialists or win their 
«consent». We will continue to do 
what we think right. 

The DHKP-C is organised 
illegally because it fights against 
the fascist regime on its own soil. 
Because of this, it knows how to 
continue operating in spite of bans. 
From the start our German 
activities have been under a de 
facto ban. Nevertheless, the 
activities of the DHKP-C in 
Germany could not be prevented. 
Wherever our people are, the 
DHKP-C will also be found. No 
force can prevent this. In all areas 
where we are we will continue our 
economic-democratic and 
ideological struggle on all fronts. 

We will also conduct a political 
and legal struggle against German 
imperialism. Governments which 
do not even obey their own laws 
are illegitimate. We call on the 
German state to obey its own laws. 
All the claims against us in 
Germany are lies. For this reason 
we say that the ban is not 
motivated by the law but by 
political considerations. German 
imperialism imposed a ban 
because it has interests in common 
with fascism in Turkey. 

Germany is one of the countries 
that invests the most in Turkey. It 


has more investments and 
businesses there than the USA 
does. There is a massive amount of 
trade, including weapons, between 
Turkey and Germany. Germany 
exploits our people and natural 
resources, and its interests in 
Turkey form a large part of its 
imperialist exploitation. For this 
reason it has always supported the 
oligarchy, financed it and armed it 
with all manner of weapons. It has 
always supported the junta and the 
massacres despite apparent 
objections. As long as its interests 
are at stake, this will be the case. Of 
course, from Germany’s viewpoint 
this is done in its own imperialist 
interests, not the «interests of 
Turkey». Today, because of its 
differing calculations, Germany on 
the one hand gives military support 
to the ongoing massacre in 
Kurdistan, while on the other it acts_ 
towards the PKK somewhat 
independently of the wishes of the 
oligarchy in Turkey, «loosening» its 
own ban on the PKK. It is right at 
this point that the real reason for 
the DHKP- C ban becomes clear. 
While «loosening up» on the PKK, 
to placate the oligarchy in Turkey it 
wants to balance this by banning 
our Party. 

But its hostility to the DHKP-C 
predated the ban and the material 
basis for it is German imperialism’s 
common interests with fascism in 
Turkey. Because of these interests 
the contra-guerrillas in Turkey 
constantly cooperate with German 
imperialism, they even carry out 
joint operations. 

But this cooperation cannot 
prevent the DHKP-C’s existence. It 
is not possible for German 
imperialism to stop the DHKP-C 
when fascism in Turkey could not 
stop it with major operations 
aimed at destroying it, using every 
kind of terror. 
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Developed by the CIA 
to suppress the legitimate 
struggle of oppressed peoples 


he policy of making people 
disappear, a policy used 
above all in Latin American 
countries, has been imported 
by collaborators with 
imperialism into other neo- 
colonial countries in order to 
establish and maintain fascist 
regimes in power. 

After the second 
imperialist war to divide up 
the world (World War II), 
Hitler’s generals were able to 
get away to the USA or Latin 
America, by agreement with 
the USA. These fascist 
generals passed on to the USA 
all the experience they had 
garnered in waging war on 
the people. They laid the 
cornerstone for the 
organising of contra- 
guerrillas against class and 
national liberation struggles 
in the entire world. 

These experiences passed 
on, which included the 
«Nacht und Nebel» (Night 
and Fog) decree which 
German fascism used against 
peoples who resisted it, were 
added to other lessons the 
USA drew on from its war 
against the peoples. 


«Making people 
disappear» began to be used 
systematically, especially 
against the people of Latin 
American countries. Then it 
was extended to all neo- 
colonal countries. 

Argentina, Chile, El 
Salvador, Brazil, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Peru, Colombia, 
Burundi, Morocco, 
Cambodia, the Philippines, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Indonesia, 
Zimbabwe, India, Kuwait, 
Rwanda, Namibia, Papua 
New Guinea, and Turkey 
became lands of the 
«disappeared». 

From the 1960s, 
disappearances were most 
frequently used in Argentina, 
where between 1976 and 1983 
30-40,000 people 
«disappeared» under the 
military junta. 

Those carrying out the 
policy were the army and the 
contra-guerrilla organisation 
AAA (Anti-Communist 
Alliance of Argentina) which 
collaborated with the army. 

People seized by them 
were dropped into the sea 
from Argentinian Air Force 


planes after first being 
rendered unconscious with 
injections of the drug 
Pananoval. 

Pregnant women were also 
subjected to severe torture 
until they gave birth, then 
were murdered and the 
infants given to the torturers, 
soldiers, state attorneys or 
judges. 

Many details of these 
atrocities were later given in 
the testimony of NCOs and 
generals. 

There are also detailed 
reports from people who were 
spared «disappearance» but 
were held for months in 
camps and holding centres. It 
was not just socialists and 
revolutionaries who were 
victims of these methods but 
everyone who sought to resist 
the unjust regime. 

In March 1976, when 
Western Sahara was occupied 
by Morocco, the 
schoolteacher El Khadir 
Daoud was arrested and put 
in a secret camp. According to 
his own testimony, he was 
interrogated and tortured for 
seven months. Later he said 


DEVRIMCI SOL 


So the methods worked out in j 
the laboratories of the CIA to 
cause fear and anxiety among 
the people were used on a very 
wide scale. Hayrettin Eren, a 
member of Devrimci Sol 
(Revolutionary Left) was one of 
the first targets of 
«disappearances». He was 
arrested on October 20, 1980 
and last seen in a police station 
on February 18, 1981. In most 
cases, however, the 
«disappeared» have been 
members of democratic 
organisations. Since the 1990s 
started, «disappearances» have 
been used systematically. They ; 
have betrayed the great fear the | 
oligarchy feels, whether of 
Devrimci Sol or of the Kurdish 


national movement. 
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that 60 people were murdered in 
the detention centre. After 16 
years, he was released. The 
Moroccan regime’s attacks were 
directed against militants and 
supporters of POLISARIO (El 
Hamra and Rio de Ora People’s 
Liberation Front) who opposed the 
Moroccan occupation. 

According to Amnesty 
International, more than 260 
people in Western Sahara have 
«disappeared». 

The wave of terror against the 
people of Guatemala reached its 
highest point in 1966. A war of 
absolute annihilation was 
unleashed against the guerrilla 
movements. Roads, rivers and 
irrigation ditches were clogged 
and choked with dead bodies so 
disfigured by torture that they 
could scarcely be identified. 

In this period, these atrocities 
were committed by the «Glorious 
Army of Guatemala» with the full 


cooperation of the USA, and the 
NOA (New Anti-Communist 
Organisation) also helped. 

Another organisation, MANO 
(Organised National Anti- 
Communist Movement) marked 
black crosses on the doors of 
opposition supporters. 

Because they lacked other ways 
out of the situation they were in, 
the rulers made disappearances 
into one of their basic forms of 
attack. In Guatemala, where 
Castillo Armas, an officer trained 
by the CIA in the USA, came to 
power in 1954, about 40,000 
people have «disappeared» from 
1966 to the present. 

In Uruguay, where the 
economic and political struggle of 
the people rose up in 1968, a 
fascist junta came to power in 
1978 

Besides torture and massacres, 
«disappearances» became an 
everyday phenomenon. This was 
not just used against the 
Tupamaro movement which was 
waging an effective liberation 
struggle, but also against 
intellectuals, school pupils and 
opponents of the system. 
Thousands of Uruguayans 
«disappeared» during this period, 
and their corpses were abandoned 
in drainage ditches or remote 

forests. 

After the coup by the fascist 
Pinochet in Chile, the national 
stadium in Santiago was turned 
into a torture centre. Tens of 
thousands of Chileans 
«disappeared» after being tortured 
and murdered. Not just Chileans 
were affected by the policy of 
«disappearances», but also 
democratic and intellectual 
foreigners. 

The whole world came to know 
of these crimes through the 
confessions of former members of 


DINA, the secret organisation at 
the time which was responsible for 
countless massacres. 

The state in Turkey started 
using «disappearances» for the 
first time following the 1980 
military coup. 

During this time, it is true that 
the number of disappeared 
remained in double figures but 
after 1991 the number of 
disappeared grew apace, reaching 
into the hundreds. 

For example, in 1995 alone, 213 
people can be documented to 
have disappeared. Besides these 
cases, there are other 
disappearances that lack 
documentation. 

Particularly after 1990, this 
tactic was used in an attempt to 
make the revolutionaries 
capitulate, and to shake the trust 
of the people in revolutionary = 
organisations, which were 
experiencing a resurgence in these 
years. 

So the methods worked out in 
the laboratories of the CIA to cause 
fear and anxiety among the people 
were used on a very wide scale. 
Hayrettin Eren, a member of 
Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left) 
was one of the first targets of 
«disappearances». He was arrested 
on October 20, 1980 and last seen 
in a police station on February 18, 
1981. In most cases, however, the 
«disappeared» have been 
members of democratic 
organisations. Since the 1990s 
started, «disappearances» have 
been used systematically. They 
have betrayed the great fear the 
oligarchy feels, whether of 
Devrimci Sol or of the Kurdish 
national movement. 

In parallel to the rise of the 
national liberation and class 
struggle, the oligarchy began to 
take new precautions, passing new 
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The latest four to disappear were arrested by the police on March 31, 1998 in Izmir. 
Since then there has been no more news of them. 


laws. On the one hand they played 
the democracy game, on the other 
they tried to conceal the torture 
methods and massacres carried 
out against the people behind a 
cloak of legality through new 
«anti-terror laws», and to 
legitimise them in this way. Turgut 
Ozal, then the prime minister of 
Turkey, explained against whom 
these attacks were directed: 

«Organisations like the PKK or 
Dev-Sol are on the way out. Until 
yesterday, the centre which 
directed organisations like the PKK 
or Dev-Sol was Russia, as everyone 
knows. But now that it has 
collapsed, why should these 
organisations be able to stand on 
their own two feet in Turkey?... In 
the ‘anti-terror law’ more severe 
punishments must be instituted.» 

The Devrimci Sol supporter 
Yusuf Eristi became one of the first 
to disappear in this period. 

After a police operation on July 
12, 1991, in which 12 
revolutionaries of Devrimci Sol 
were murdered on the same night 
in Istanbul and Ankara, lawyers 
who had come to the forensic 
department to view the body of 
one of those killed in order to 
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identify it were shown the body of 
Yusuf Eristi by police. It bore 
numerous marks of torture. 

In connection with that, 
numerous democratic 
associations, on the initiative of 
Ozgiir-Der (a student association), 
carried out a campaign for his 
body to be found. By carrying out 
numerous actions it succeeding in 
publicising «disappearances» for 
the first time and in unmasking 
the oligarchy. Moreover, in this 
period Devrimci Sol carried out a 
punishment action against a 
member of one of the teams in the 
Anti-Terror Department which 
specialised in tracking Devrimci 
Sol. 

With every person the state 
made «disappear», the struggle 
developed and expanded 
throughout the land. 

The same things the whole 
world knows about Argentina have 
happened in Turkey. The families 
of the «disappeared» stood in the 
front ranks of the struggle and 
demanded a reckoning for the 
«disappearance» of their children. 
They carried out hunger strikes, 
demonstrations and sit-down 
strikes in many cities of Turkey. 


Hasan Aydogan 


M. Ali Mandal 


In one action in front of a 
government ministry on 
November 12, 1992, the mothers 
made the call: «You government 
and state officials who wanted 
blood and have not had enough of 
it... If you want blood, have some,» 
and they hurled bottles filled with 
blood. Actions carried out by the 
mothers were supported in various 
parts of the land. And in Europe 
institutions and organisations 
were called upon to raise their 
voices against «disappearances». 

Besides these legal actions, 
there were numerous bomb 
attacks on state institutions. 

The Revolutionary People’s 
Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C) 
which defends and continues 
Devrimci Sol's tradition of 
resistance and struggle, has not 
given up its struggle for the 
disappeared, whether in actions 
carried out on the democratic 
plane or actions which demanded 
a reckoning. 

In 1995 it carried out a broad- 
scale campaign entitled «Where 
are our 300 disappeared people?» 
and numerous punishment 
actions and disappearances were 
carried out within its framework. 


DEVRIMCI SOL 


For 160 weeks now there has 
been a sit-down protest in Istanbul 
every Saturday by the families of 
the disappeared, the prisoners and 
the martyrs, and in the meantime 
protests have also started in 
Ankara and Izmir. 

The mothers are often beaten 
by the police, dragged away from 
the square and tortured, but they 
have not given up. 


NO END IN SIGHT 
TO THE WAVE OF 
TERROR IN TURKEY 


T. assassination attempt on 
the chairman of the IHD 
(Human Rights Association), 
Akin Birdal, the police attack on the 
May Day demonstration in 
Istanbul, which resulted in 
hundreds of injured and one death, 
the arrests of the «Saturday 
Mothers», the families of the 
disappeared and prisoners in the 
course of their weekly 
demonstration in Istanbul on May 
9, 1998, the murder of the student 
Kenan Mak in Bolu on May 2, 
1998... 

All these events and many 
others carry the signature of the 
contra-guerrillas in Turkey, the 
special units and «civil» fascist 
organisations which operate under 
the concealed control of the MGK 
(National Security Council) to 
uphold rule by an extremely small 
number of people. 

Now a further crime against 
humanity in Turkey has come to 
light: since March 31, 1998, 
Neslihan Uslu, Hasan Aydogan, 
Mehmet Ali Mandal and Metin 
Andas have been missing. They are 
the latest of over 600 «disappeared» 
in Turkey. The method, well-known 
from Latin America, of making 
unwanted people simply 
«disappear was also used in 
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Turkey after the 1980 military coup. 
Since the middle of the 1990s, the 
number of «disappearances» has 
been climbing. 

The latest four to disappear 
were arrested by the police on 
March 31, 1998 in Izmir. Since then 
there has been no more news of 
them. Although their arrest was 
witnessed, all the relevant 
authorities, from police stations to 
the prisons in Buca and Bergama 
(near Izmir) right up to the Interior 
Ministry have all denied holding 
them. 

All four had been subjected to 
repression which went as far as 
threats of death or 
«disappearance». 

Neslihan Uslu (30 years old) was 
chief editor of the magazine 
Devrimci Genclik (Revolutionary 
Youth). Because of her activity on 
the legally-permitted journal, she 
was arrested and tortured 
numerous times. 

Metin Andas is 46. As a peasant 
in the Bergama region (near Izmir) 
he was involved in the resistance by 
the people living there to the 
Eurogold firm. Eurogold 
prospected for gold in Bergama, 
using cyanide. Metin was one of 
those who proved that the cyanide 
poisoned the water and soil. 
Despite death threats he organised 
court proceedings against 
Eurogold, in which the use of 
cyanide by it was forbidden. 
However, Eurogold goes on 
prospecting... 

Mehmet Ali Mandal (40) and 
Hasan Aydogan (24) were also 
frequent victims of state repression 
in Turkey before their 
«disappearance». 

All four were accused of 
membership in the banned DHKP- 
C organisation and were 
threatened with death, arrested 


and tortured, and some had served - 


prison sentences. Their prominent 
role in the fight against an unjust 
regime in Turkey is the reason the 
state is trying to make them 
«disappear. 

There is still hope that the four 
are still alive. On the initiative of 
the committee «Stop 
Disappearances», Amnesty 
International and the Organisation 
Mondiale Contre la Torture 
(OMCT) have called on the 
authorities in Turkey to reveal their 
whereabouts and, if there is a 
charge against them, to have them 
appear before a properly- 
constituted court of law. 

The latest wave of terror is the 
result of the system in Turkey’s 
inability to find its way out of an 
impasse. After the Susurluk 
accident in which the intertwining 
of state interests with those of 
contra-guerrillas and organised 
crime came to light, more people 
than ever before have lost faith in . 
the system. Their increasingly loud 
calls for justice from the system 
have been met with police batons, 
bullets and disappearances. The 
ending of the proceedings 
instituted after Susurluk in which 
various political figures such as the 
former interior minister, former 
justice minister and chief of police 
Mehmet Agar were summoned to 
appear did nothing to dispel the 
view of people that this system 
offers nothing except terror. In the 
closing proceedings on May 3, 1998 
at the state security court in 
Istanbul, the accused were 
acquitted. The next day in a 
chamber of the same court, 49 of 
the more than 250 people arrested 
at the legal and previously 
announced May Day 
demonstration were taken into 
investigative custody on charges of 
taking part in an illegal 
demonstration... 


TWO YEARS 


er the Death Fast... 
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The historic victory of the Death Fast 
clarifies the fronts and the paths of the 
revolutionary struggle even today 


years have passed since the 1996 
Death Fast. But with the victory 
achieved with 12 martyrs, the 
politics which powered the Death 
Fast to victory continue to push 
forward the struggle. The Death 
Fast’s significance goes far 
beyond the «69 days of willpow- 
er».. 

The Death Fast was not a 
struggle merely over some rights 
for prisoners.It was above all a 
war of two ideologies, revolution- 
ary versus bourgeois. In this 
struggle the revolutionary ideolo- 
gy of Marxist-Leninist culture tri- 
umphed. 

The Death Fast is a political 
and ideological victory more than 
anything else. In the political 
sense it brought all the enemy’s 
political calculations to nought 
and halted his policy of aggres- 
sion. In the ideological sense it 
unmasked the egoistic culture of 
the bourgeoisie, its anti-popular 
policy and its fascist face and 
opened the way for the people to 
take their place in the ranks of the 
revolution. 

An ideological victory which 
destroyed the lack of conviction 
of those who said «it is not 
worthwhile to die for an ideolo- 
gy», the revolution was made 
concrete before the eyes of the 
people, a personality was dis- 


played and the people’s hate for 
the system was deepened, and a 
political left which could never 
go forward from abstract unity 
achieved at a negotiating table, 
united in an action which grew in 
significance because of the 
deaths. 

This remark was made right 
after the victory: «Besides having 
the function of a barricade against 
the attacks of the bourgeoisie, 
besides achieving rights for pris- 
oners, besides unmasking the fas- 
cist face of the Refah Party, its 
real function was to deliver a 
heavy blow to the lack of convic- 
tion and pessimism that the bour- 
geoisie encourages. The real gain 
from this resistance is the victory 
in ideological struggle with the 
bourgeois ideology, the moral 
superiority. The superiority of the 
Marxist-Leninist ideology over 
bourgeois ideology was proved 
yet again.» (M. Ali Baran, Kurtu- 
lus, August 3, 1996) 

The world and the country 
was shaken to its foundations, 
and everyone was shocked. This 
struggle with death showed 
everyone their place, whether 
positive or negative. Once more it 
was proved that the revolutionar- 
ies and the people cannot be 
defeated. 

The Death Fast was a struggle 


of two ideologies, two wills 
which gave ideology its direction: 
The bourgeoisie had said there is 
no longer an ideology worth 
dying for. The revolutionaries 
declared and proved that there are 
values and ideologies for which 
one dies. The bourgeoisie raised 
egoism and self-interest to the 
level of a principle. The revolu- 
tionaries strengthened sharing, 
collectivism, offered a major 
example of readiness for self-sac- 
rifice and showed the people the 
growing power of their values. 
The bourgeoisie divides the 
people and stirs them up against 
each other. On the other hand, the 
fighters of the Death Fast, of Kur- 
dish, Turkish, Arab, Cherkess and 
Georgian origin amongst others, 
united the people, organised them 
and showed the fraternity and sol- 
idarity of the peoples. The bour- 
geoisie treats dishonour, greed for 
money, and every kind of swin- 
dling as though these are virtues. 
The Death Fast and its fighters, in 
contrast, strengthen honour and 
dignity and treat people with 
respect. In the period of the Death 
Fast the politics were clearly 
shown through which the revolu- 
tion can be achieved and through 
which the revolutionary cadres 
who have the leadership in the 
liberation struggle can hold on to 
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it. Leadership, as politics and as cadres, 
crystallised in such a way that they can 
be seen by very broad masses. Broad 

masses of people were given the possi- 


bility of comparing parties, leaders and 
politics. 

At the same time the Death Fast 
clarified the split between Marxist- 
Leninist culture and the reformist and 
opportunist ideologies. The Death Fast 
concretised the split from reformism. 
While the revolutionaries approached 
death step by step and thereby also 
approached victory, the reformists 
raised a bourgeois chorus and demand- 
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ed in the name of «humanity» a 
«pause», a halt to the Death Fast, «so as 
not to let any people die «. While the 
prisoners and their families were sub- 
jected to the threats and attacks of the 
state, the reformists, especially the ODP 
(Freedom and Solidarity Party) and EP 
(later EMEP, Party of Labour) withdrew 
into their offices so the attacks would 
not affect them. Again they tried to 
deceive the people with the call for 
«early elections» and make them hope 
that change was possible while remain- 
ing within the system. Their brains had 
surrendered to the system, they feared 


the struggle and above all the victory of 
the Death Fast, which threatened their 
Own status quo. 

The victory shook their way of life, 
the system and their status quo among 
the people. In a panic about the danger 
to the status quo, they attacked the vic- 
tory. They were aware of its role in sep- 
arating the people from the system and 
drawing them into armed struggle. 
These groups went over to the side of 
the enemy in order to stop growing par- 
ticipation in the struggle and the armed 
struggle and to block the channels lead- 
ing the people to revolution. Against the 
development of the armed struggle and 
the people’s movement they put them- 
selves under the orders of the National 
Security Council (MGK). They 
betrayed the people by obeying the 
MGK in the Susurluk period and on 
May Day in 1997 and 1998. 

Just like in the Death Fast, after 
Susurluk they sided with the policies of 
the rulers, by trying to sweep under the 
carpet the Susurluk revelations about a 
contra-guerrilla state consisting of the 
state, contra-guerrillas and mafiosi ele- 
ments, preferring instead an artificial 
discussion about secularism versus 
Islamic law. On May Day 1997 und 
1998, they took the side of the pro-sys- 
tem trade unions, which made great 
speeches while a few hundred yards 
away the revolutionaries were being 
attacked by the police. 


The separation of oppor- 
tunism was completed 
after the Death Fast 


he history of the opportunist left 
| before the Death Fast already 

showed their attitude of being 
only interested in their own advantage 
and seeking self-advertisement and 
wanting to compete with others, while 
being hostile to the Party-Front and 
constantly deviating to the left or right. 
They were the ones who in 1984 had 
dismissed the Death Fast of that year as 
«suicide» and «political murder». Nor 
was that all. When in the 1990s the 
fighters of the Party-Front fell while 
pursuing the policy of not capitulating, 
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others designated this policy as «thirst- 
ing for confrontation» and preferred to 
stand apart from the struggle. Nor was 
their participation in 1996 the result of a 
serious analysis of the period. However, 
conditions were very different from the 
period earlier in 1984. The form of 
résistance they had formerly shunned 
was on everybody’s agenda, everything 
was obvious to the people, the thick 
prison walls might just as well have 
been of glass. There was no haven the 
opportunists could seek refuge in. 

Nobody could propagate theories of 
«retreat» any longer. Moreover, they 
had seen the outcome of the Death Fast 
of 1984 which they had criticised and 
they realised that they would not profit 
from opposing such a major resistance 
and did not want to be outside it. So on 
the one hand their participation was 
positive: they did not want to be out- 
siders. On the other hand they showed 
ideological formlessness by not making 
an analysis and self-criticism over the 
past. 

Ultimately, they were responding to 
the influence and proposals of the 
Party-Front and the ideology it created 
in the action they took. They gave mar- 
tyrs. This is undoubted, in the same way 
that for every political movement there 
must be a basis from which strength can 
be gained in the fight for power. But 
they persisted in their errors and this 
prevented them from analysing this 


basis cor- 
rectly and 
making use 
of it. So 
after the 
victory 
they start- 
ed to fall 
behind. 
War per- 
mits no 
pause for 
breath. Nor 
does it per- 

mit one 

to squan- 
der an 

inheri- 
tance. It is 
impossible to develop and organise one- 
self by basing oneself on a victory one 
has not achieved for oneself. These are 
the rules, these are the realities of war. 
If we look at the Death Fast of 1996 and 
the subsequent struggle from this view- 
point, we can cléarly recognise that the 
Death Fast united people but the victory 
separated them. 

The unity achieved in the prisons 
showed that a unity of revolutionary 
forces on the basis of a correct line can 
win. But a left which neither knows 
how to learn from the struggle nor from 
history was also incapable of learning 
from a struggle achieved with martyrs. 
With policies like splitting up unity into 
different areas, unity was eroded within 
two years. In this situation, the left 
which was opportunist, obsessed with 
advertising itself and only serving its 
own interests and which got itself into a 
cul-de-sac of pursuing an anti-Party- 
Front policy might as well have carried 
out the policy of attacks and marginali- 
sation after the Death Fast themselves. 

This was what was experienced in 
the Susurluk period. Without displaying 
any far-sightedness and influenced by 
hostility to the Party-Front, an impor- 
tant phase was not analysed from the 
viewpoint of people’s unity. Nothing 
came of the unity. 

Yes, the victory has brought some 
together and separated others. While 
opportunism, which is losing influence 
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as a result of its declining strength, was 
uniting, reformism became more and 
more part of the system. Moreover, it 
could be seen how both were united 
against the initiatives and mass support 
of the Party-Front, above all in the 
neighbourhoods and workplaces. Both 
fell well behind the point they were at 
before the Death Fast, opportunism 
because the victory overwhelmed it, 
and reformism because it was afraid of 
it. In this situation, without an analysis 
of the past and self-criticism it is obvi- 
ous that they will fall even further 
behind. 

The victory has defined the two 
years since from different viewpoints. 
Victories extending into the future 
require broader shoulders capable of 
bearing them. Through negative or pos- 
itive developments, the influence of the 
Death Fast has shown who and what 
unity achieved victory, how the subse- 
quent phase is to be evaluated and who 
has the strength to go further with what 
has been achieved and who does not. 

The Death Fast victory is continuing 
to show the way. The Party-Front will 
march along this road. Victory means 
power. Every victory means a step on 
the road to final victory. If there is devi- 
ation from the line that achieved these 
victories, those that have been gained 
will be betrayed and more importantly, 
the chance for final victory will be lost. 

Every one of our martyrs in the 
Death Fast is hope for the people, a 
source of fear for the enemy and a 
road sign for the comrades. A con- 
dition for continuing the struggle is 
to create new cadres every day and 
increase their number, for they will 
lead the revolution to victory. It is 
the task of the Party-Front to con- 
tinue to be fighters of the Death 
Fast, to give the people hope and 
cause fear among the enemy. 

The DHKP-C means victory. The 
leadership, ideology, cadres and fighters 
of the DHKP-C are the guarantee of 
victory. The DHKP-C continues to 
show the way to victory, going forward 
along the line created by the victories. It 
continues its march along the road to 
final victory. 


Il 
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Prison (amnesty) mooted 


hy enemies of the people 


n the summer of 1998, there was 

a good deal of speculation in the 

media in Turkey about an 

imminent amnesty for at least 

some prisoners. Turkey has tens 

of thousands of people in jail - 
many are in jail for non-political 
offences like theft, but there are more 
than 10,000 who have been jailed for 
membership of or aid to «terrorist» and 
«illegal» organisations. Just under a 
thousand of these are DHKP-C 
prisoners. 

There is of course a reason for the 
media speculation. Elections are 
planned soon in Turkey, and prison 
amnesties are a useful way to win votes. 
It was bourgeois politicians who floated 
the idea. There is also the practical 
consideration of easing prison 
overcrowding. 

It is also an attempt to salvage the 
reputation of the system of justice in 
Turkey. Compared to public attitudes to 
prisons in Western Europe or North 
America, people in Turkey have a 
greater awareness that it is the poor who 
go to prison while the rich and powerful 
run around free no matter how great 
their crimes. A case in point is former 
Prime Minister and current leader of the 
DYP (True Path Party) Tansu Ciller. She 
grew remarkably wealthy while in office 
and many people are wondering how 
this happened. A number of nationalised 
firms and enterprises were privatised 
during her term of office and the 
suspicion is that she pocketed some of 
the riches accruing from that. But for 
years she has successfully dodged any 
attempts to investigate corruption on her 
part. She is quite typical of the oligarchy 
in Turkey, and this is why she has stayed 
at least one jump ahead of a jail 
sentence. She has said, perhaps rightly, 
that recent efforts to bring her to book 
are aimed at affecting the DYP’s 


12 


election chances rather than to 
punish corruption per se. It goes 
without saying that the 
ramifications of the Susurluk 
state and its ties to 
organised crime were 
never properly 
investigated. 

In complete 
contrast, on August 
31, 1998 jail sentences of 
nine years were 
confirmed against a number of 
young people in Gaziantep 
who had stolen some sweet 
pastries from a shop a year before. 

All this rightly causes people to be 
cynical, and, more dangerously for the 
system, angry. No system can survive 
complete discredit, because that places 
alternatives to it on the agenda. 
Amnesties are meant to stop the 
complete discrediting of justice, and by 
extension the discrediting of the entire 
system in Turkey. But when there is 
talk of amnesties, the next question 
which inevitably arises is: for whom? 
Some commentators have called for a 
broad range of prisoners to be let out, 
while others have wanted the scope of 
any amnesty to be restricted to 
«ordinary» prisoners, with the 
«terrorists» completely excluded. 

It looks like political prisoners will 
not be included in the amnesty in any 
case. According to the English-language 
Turkish Daily News (September 5, 
1998), «Justice» Minister Hasan 
Denizkurdu said any amnesty was at this 
stage no more than a parliamentary 
proposal, would not come in force until 
next summer even if accepted and 
would not apply to all prisoners. 

Isolating the political prisoners and 
breaking down their ability to organise 
has long been an objective of the state in 
Turkey. The attempts to put them in new 


revolutionaries and patriots, we 
are conducting a just struggle against 
those who are in power today, who exploit 
the people and are guilty before the people. 
We are in the right... In our name, no-one 
should ask the enemies of the people for a 
amnesty, and no-one should seek to 
draw us into this dishonour.» 


prisons 
with «coffin» cells, 
rather than in 
compound-type prisons which have 
been the traditional prison design in 
Turkey are motivated by the desire to 
destroy political organisations in jails. It 
was this that was the main reason for the 
1996 Death Fast - the prisoners knew 
their organisations were being attacked. 
Letting out a significant number of non- 
political prisoners would allow the 
authorities to concentrate more attention 
on breaking down and destroying the 
political inmates. 

The final word on the «amnesty» 
belongs to the prisoners themselves. 
The DHKP-C Prisoners’ Organisation 
issued a statement entitled «We will not 
grant an amnesty to those who say they 
will declare an amnesty!». «...Amnesty 
is a present from those who are in the 
right and have been injured in some 
way, to those who have done them 
harm... As revolutionaries and patriots, 
we are conducting a just struggle 
against those who are in power today, 
who exploit the people and are guilty 
before the people. We are in the right... 
In our name, no-one should ask the 
enemies of the people for an amnesty, 
and no-one should seek to draw us into 
this dishonour.» 


e lost 150 of our 
people in an 
earthquake in Adana 
and Ceyhan which 
registered a strength of 
6.3 on the Richter 
scale. The rulers of this land mocked the 
people by saying «We got off lightly», 
and as usual they shifted the blame from 
themselves by talking of «divine 
intervention». And we know from 
experience that in two or three days the 
families of those who died will be left to 
their own devices to face hunger, 
poverty and powerlessness. 


Are we condemned to live with 
this pain? 

Floods, earthquakes, workplace 
accidents... The people who die are the 
workers! 

The deaths follow closely one after 
another. Not even a month has passed 
since the disastrous flood in Bartin and 
the surrounding area. Now the state is 
blaming two or three entrepreneurs for 
the deaths in the earthquake. But have 
no fear, not even those entrepreneurs 
will receive their merited punishment. In 
the flood a month back, exactly 52 
bridges were destroyed and streets were 
ripped up like paper. Has a single one of 
the entrepreneurs who built the bridges 
and streets or the officials who gave the 
permits been hauled before a court and 
found guilty? 

Has a single one of the builders or 
those of the authorities who cooperated 
with them perhaps been punished in the 
case of the Erzincan earthquake not so 
long ago, when houses crumpled like 
cardboard boxes? Hardly. Moreover, 
nobody will be punished. 

Because this system is a system of 
robbery. All the system parties are 


candidates for power in order to win a 
bigger share of the loot for themselves. 
The aim of their rule is to cream off 
state money, get their paws on funding 
and give the go-ahead to every form of 
dirty business and illegal building work, 
all in return for a bribe. None of the 
mainstream parties is going to change 
this system. 

This state can offer the people 
nothing. Because all it thinks of is its 
own self-interest. 

The task forces it sets up and the aid 
it sends are there for show, and the show 
is a transitory one at that. We have 
witnessed this on dozens of occasions. 
Since the state pays insufficient 
attention to the welfare of the people, it 
only pretends to be concerned for as 
long as the disasters are a subject the 
media are interested in. When attention 
moves on, everything and everybody is 
left to fate. Everything is like before. 
Normality returns. From time to time 
debts are rescheduled or interest 
payments cancelled to appease popular 
anger, but even then, they are brought 
back into force later, sometimes under 
more onerous conditions. 

They have made injustice and 
oppression a part of life. 

The people of Adana and Ceyhan 
booed the chairmen of the system 
parties when they came into the 
earthquake zone. They were right-to do 
that, but it wasn’t enough. The heads of 
the system parties are to blame for our 
problems. And what we face is not 
limited to disasters like these. 

The Susurluk state continues to 
murder and terrorise. The terror we live 
under is clear enough just by looking at 
the events of the last few months. 
Armoured cars attacked government 
employees on Kizilay Square in Ankara. 
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On May Day the police attacked 
demonstrators and hundreds were 
arrested. In Bolu, Istanbul and Ankara 
dozens of revolutionaries, patriots and 
ordinary people were attacked by civil 
fascist bands and were killed and 
wounded as a result. Four of the Front’s 
people disappeared in police custody. 
The attacks on prisoners and their 
families or on the friends and families 
of the disappeared have not ceased. 

Arrests aimed at terrorising, carried 
out under the name of «operations 
aimed at guaranteeing peace» are going 
on without scruple. 

The Susurluk state is continuing its 
reign of injustice. 

While people who plunder our land 
like Engin Civan, Selim Edes and Halil 
Bezmen get to live in villas in America, 
four of our young people were 
sentenced to 27 years in jail because 
they were supposed to have stolen 
baklavas (a form of sweet pastry)... 
While our people get decades in prison 
for organising demonstrations calling for 
the most basic rights, writing slogans on 
walls or expressing their opinion, the 
murderers and torturers are acquitted 
one after the other when put on trial for 
carrying out extra-judicial executions. 
The law of the Susurluk state goes on 
oppressing the people. The system’s 
laws are there to defend the interests of 
a handful of rich people and their 
stooges. 

The riches of our land continue to be 
given away to the monopolies. 

During privatisation, major public 
enterprises were hived off to the 
monopolies. At every level of power 
there is embezzlement, bribery and 
dishonour. Those who have power do 
nothing to care for the needs of the 
people. State-owned land and nature 
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reserves are divided up and plundered in 
the name of stimulating tourism. 
Beaches are closed off to the people. 
The state even privatises the destruction 
of gecekondus (slum areas) and puts 
contracts to do this out to tender. 
Everywhere, mafia methods are given 
the stamp of legitimacy. 

Keep on prospering, gentlemen, 
keep on prospering! 

While the people live in such 
poverty and need, you just go on living 
in the full flush of prosperity in your 
villas guarded by hi-tech security. While 
the people have dark thoughts about 
whether the roofs of their gecekondus 
will be torn off or what there will be to 
eat tomorrow, you continue to rest and 
live off your nest eggs worth millions of 
dollars. 

But also remember that this land, ths 
soil is not without a master. The people 
is not so lacking in means and 
defenceless against your exploitation 
and oppression as you assume. 

Wait, for the people are coming out 
of the gecekondus. 

The gecekondus are what scares the 
rulers. They are where the working, 
suffering people live. Pain, tears and 
need dwell there. The people there are 
surrounded by armoured cars which 
come to destroy their houses. It is there 
that the terror nurtured by arrests can be 
found. The people are to be brought to 


their knees with the help of civil fascist 
bands and the radical Islamic orders. 

Floods, earthquakes and hurricanes 
do their real damage in the gecekondus. 
The people’s rebellion, the liberation 
war will naturally develop in precisely 
these slums marked by poverty, pain and 
need. The rulers know, see and fear that. 
In fear, they condemn the people to yet 
more impoverishment and they step up 
their terror. 


The people will not surrender to 
need, fascist terror, pain and fear. 

The storming of their apartments, 
destruction of their houses, mass arrests, 
torture and murder will not force the 
people to their knees. Workers, 
government employees, small 
businessmen, housewives, unemployed 
will take possession of their own future. 
They will demand a reckoning for the 
destroyed houses, for being driven from 
their homes, for the murders and 
disappearances, for all the tears and 
pain. The struggle of the people to 
establish their own power can no longer 
be quelled with terror and demagogy. 
The liberation war of our people, under 
the leadership of the Front, will develop. 

It is obvious that the current system 
has nothing to offer the people, that the 
system parties can offer people no 
solutions, that the Susurluk state will 
continue to rule through plundering, 


oppressing and exploiting the people. 
The people can only change their 
fate by exercising authority for 
themselves. 
The people have no choice, no other 
alternative. 


Peoples of Turkey! 

Against the massacres of hundreds 
of thouands of people in the name of 
natural disasters, against fascist 
murders, against «murders by persons 
unknown», against disappearances, the 
destruction of villages, against pain and 
tears, against exploitation, oppression 
and inflation, there is only one choice. 

The only road is revolution. 

Every other road means the 
continuation of the present system. 

What is there still for you to be 
afraid of? We die every day anyway. 
Whether from fascist bullets or from an 
earthquake. What is there but death? 

Let us leave our fear and worries to 
one side, and take part in the struggle 
for revolution. 

They should be the ones who are 
afraid. The exploiters and oppressors, 
the unjust, the robbers and destroyers of 
people’s homes should be afraid. They 
are a handful. There are millions of us. 

At the end of the road to revolution 
is an independent, democratic land, a 
land in which it is safe to live and work, 
in which justice rules! 


Interviews with those 
affected by the Adana 
earthquake 

In the earthquake, 
hundreds of families lost 
their homes. At the 
moment they are living in 
tent cities they had to put 
up themselves. Kurtulus 
spoke to people living in 
a tent city in Adana. 


Sinan Ozkan: We came 
here after the quake. Some 
of us are here, and some 
are in the grave. We have 
had no help, either from 
individuals or from state 
institutions. We have made 
countless attempts to get a 
water supply put in, but 
they paid no attention to us. 
In short, we are not treated 
like human beings. | am 
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here with five children. 

Huseyin Ciftci: They 
had to give us tents, but 
they don’t do anything. 
They don’t help us. We 
don’t know what to do. 
They did not even warn us. 
| have 10 children here. 

A woman: They do not 
give us any bread. The 
children are hungry. They 
do not treat us like people. 

Ahmet: About 300 
families are here at the 
moment. People go to sleep 
hungry and wake up 
hungry. Those who have 
money have left the city. 
We have been left in the 
lurch. 

Aziz Gülacagi: In 
election campaigns, they go 
from door to door and tout 
for votes. For a seat in 


parliament they will spend a 
billion, 350 million Turkish 
lira. (One million lira is a 
little over two pounds 
sterling, or about five US 
dollars.) But they do not 
satisfy our basic needs. The 
wife of a friend had to give 
birth in this very field. If we 
were rich the door toa 
hospital would be wide 
open. None of the state's 
representatives have 
treated us adequately. 

Ali Nese: This woman 
here had to bring her child 
into the world. What 
prospects does such a child 
have? As a nation, we have 
been made fools of. 

Muhammet Bardak: 
We have heard that the 
state’s representatives have 
come to Adana. We have 


only heard about it. Maybe 
they came but they did not 
go to the people. Who 
among them came to the 
people? 

Ayse Arpaligil: My 20- 
year-old daughter, a 
married mother, is still 
under the ruins. We were 
sitting together and she was 
just serving dinner when 
suddenly the ground began 
to shake. | grabbed my 
grandson and ran outside 
with him. | could not find my 
daughter. She is still under 
there. 

The aunt of Hariye 
Arpaligil, who died in the 
ruins: Nothing was done to 
help us. My niece fought for 
her life while buried under 
rubble. But the police just 
came, looked ai the rubble 


PART 


April 1, 1993 

We move from place to place. We 
search ceaselessly for enemy targets. A 
police station, a patrol car, a torturer... 
What is his situation, when does he 
come and go, we assess that among 
ourselves... We are impatient to deal 
the enemy a blow. Our impatience 
arises from the character of the period 
we are in. At the start of 1993 we 
learned that a «coup» had taken place 
within our movement. The enemy 
wanted to make good use of that and so 
he stepped up his attacks on our 
movement, both physically and 
psychologically. The death squads 
stepped up their executions and 
massacres and the bourgeois press also 
launched into more vigorous 
psychological warfare on our 
movement. We were aware that our 
movement was going through its most 


CLASH IN 
IZILTOPRAK 


difficult phase. 

Our unit was ready to receive orders 
and instructions... With the awareness 
that it was an honour to acknowledge 
the authority of the movement, our unit 
announced its adherence to the 
movement and willingness to follow 
the orders and instructions of the 
leadership even unto death. Because of 
the massacres carried out by the enemy 
against our movement in the operations 
on March 6 and 24, our unit received 
instructions from the movement to take 
vengeance. And the action was to take 
place within the framework of the 
March 30-April 17 martyrs of the 
revolution. 

Our unit concentrated on fulfilling 
this order. Our unit was called the 
Hamiyet Yildiz Unit. Before we were 
sent to join the Armed Revolutionary 
Units, many of us had been in the 
DEV-GENC (Revolutionary Youth) 
Militia. And we were very successful. 
So the Militia team under the command 
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of Hakki was sent to the Armed 
Revolutionary Units. We had to carry 
out this task with success. While all 
comrades in the unit concentrated on 
fulfilling the order in full political and 
military awareness, they put their 
energy into developing comradely 
relations and a sense of wanting to 
demand a reckoning for our martyrs. 

We have the information we need: 
we will strike the enemy in 
Kiziltoprak... 

Our unit continued collecting 
information for the action. Our first 
choice was a patrol car. Because of the 
putsch we lacked means of gathering 
information, technical knowledge, 
money and so on. Since the enemy 
knew about our campaign and expected 
us to be seeking revenge, he stopped 
parking patrol cars in the street. The 
patrol cars were parked in central areas 
which were well patrolled. Despite the 
risks and the lack of possibilities, our 
unit collected information about a 


and went away again. How 
can there be a state like 
that? If rich people had 
been buried in the ruins, 
would they have been left 
to die? 

Ibrahim Bakinel: We 
want help from the state. In 
my family there are six 
dead and five injured. My 
house is destroyed. 
(President) Demirel came 
here and promised help but 
nothing was done. Where 
are they? Is it helping us to 
drop by, take a look and go 
away again? 

Semihe Gztürk: My son 
received a bad head injury 
when the quake happened. 
We took him to the state 
hospital. For a long time 
they have not been giving 
him any treatment. They 
wanied money before 


giving him any treatment. 
Before treating the injury 
and giving medicine, they 
wanted 22 million Turkish 
lira. Because we could not 
pay that we took our son 
with us out of the hospital. 
We could not buy medicine. 

Baza Acar: An 
earthquake is a natural 
disaster but what the state 
does is even worse. We are 
complaining about the city 
administration and the 
state. Never mind the state, 
not even one journalist has 
come to us. They filmed the 
ruins, but they did not care 
about us. 

Huseyin Karagöz: The 
state did not come and it 
did not ask us how we were 
doing. We are furious. At 
the moment we are living 
on a rubbish heap. We 


have not died, but but we 
are living in filth and might 
die from lack of water. 

Hasan Isikli: After the 
quake, we did not see 
either help or a 
representative of the state. 
We have been left to our 
fate. There is no plumbing 
in our part of the city. 
Forgive my language, but 
since the quake we have 
been splashing around in 
shit. On the one hand 
bacteria, on the other 
hunger and thirst, that is all 
there is. We’ll show them 
the next time they come 
around looking for votes. 
Let them just try coming 
round canvassing. One day 
they will find there is no 
demand for votes. 

Fevzi Uras: Up to now, 
there has been no help and 


no efforts made on our 
behalf that we could see. 
Allegedly help is to come. 
So far we have only seen 
the state’s representatives 
on TV. If they think 
appearing on TV is enough 
to help us, we don’t want 
that kind of help. Moreover, 
we are angry about the 
media. Apart from you, 
nobody has come and 
asked about our welfare. 
Ahmet Eskili: We have 
had to look after our injured 
ourselves. Now we live 
outdoors and are hungry. | 
work as a day labourer. If | 
do not find any work, we go 
hungry. The damage we 
have suffered is worth 
billions of lira. Nobody asks 
how we are doing. What 
kind of justice is that? We 
just do not understand it. 


T f feed 
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stationary patrol car in Kiziltoprak. We 
decided to attack this patrol car. A 
reason for choosing this car was that it 
was about 100 metres from a house 
where our leading comrade Sabahat 
KARATAS had stayed, and the 
campaign was for April 17 (Note: 
Sabahat was martyred on April 17, 
1992). In other words, where Sabahat, 
Eda and Taskin had fallen after waging 
legendary resistance was where we 
would demand a reckoning from the 
enemy. 

The day of the action... At last it 
was the morning of April 1. To carry 
out the action, I and Ferda left our base 
together. The previous night we 
checked our weapons for the last time 
and talked in detail about the action. 
We met other friends and talked about 
the action once more. In the meantime 
we assessed the situation for the last 
time and decided to go into action. 

Finally we got moving. We could 
see a policeman in the car. Next to it 
was another policeman standing with 
an MP5 (submachine-gun) in his hands. 
We went to the patrol car keeping a 
distance from one another. Two went in 
front and another two followed behind. 
But within our two groups we were 
also not right next to each other. One 
was right in front, the companion 
nearby and the second group was five 
metres behind and the companion was 
also close. One of us would punish the 
one carrying the MP5 and the other 
would do the same to the policeman in 
the car. If there was any problem the 
other two would intervene, if necessary 
they would be the ones to destroy the 
targets. In the meantime the other two 
would keep an eye out. We went up to 
the patrol car. Now we were right 
opposite it. 

First the noise of our guns, then 
silence. Suddenly we drew our 
weapons. The roar of gunfire filled the 
whole street as bullets pierced the 
heads and upper bodies of the torturers. 
All the pedestrians and vehicle traffic 
in Kiziltoprak stopped, right at the 
busiest time of day. Their noise, which 
had been dominant a minute, a second 
before, suddenly ceased. All that could 
be heard was gunfire. There was no 
sound in the street or the large 
adjoining buildings except gunfire. 


16 


First we punished the one with the 
MP5, and then the other one. Then we 
pulled back. 

The clash continued during the 
withdrawal... During the retreat we 
encountered a third torturer. Panic- 
stricken, he shot at us. We all shot at 
him at the same time and the torturer 
fell to the ground, struck by our bullets. 
We continued our withdrawal. A traffic 
policeman who had lost his way came 
towards us as though in a daze. He also 
shot at us in panic, and we fired a hail 
of bullets at him, wounding him and 
putting him out of action. If we had 
wanted to we could have killed him but 
he asked for mercy. We took the guns 
from the policemen we had wiped out 
and so we were not short of weapons 
and ammunition. We also had the MP5 
with us. 

Ferda is hit... After we put the 
traffic cop out of action, we put the 
weapons in the bag that Veysel was 
carrying and quickly moved on. I was 
in front and the other comrades were 
behind as we went into the Miijdat 
Gezen Culture Centre. While we were 
withdrawing quickly, a car carrying 
policemen in civilian clothes appeared 
and followed us. We went past quickly. 
All my attention was focused on the 
comrades as I believed the torturers 
were on to us. 

At the same time Hakki, when he 
noticed that the torturers were about to 
attack, drew his gun and directed a hail 
of gunfire at them. That surprised them 
and they fled into cover, then opened 
fire as well. At that point Ferda was hit 
in the leg by a bullet and fell down. I 
thought she had stumbled, but she 
could not get up again. Hakki went 
quickly to her side and gripping her 
hands, tried to get her to stand, but she 
could not... In the meantime the MP5 
was quickly pulled from Veysel’s bag 
and a stream of fire from it hit the 
torturers’ car, putting them completely 
out of action. While I held off the 
police Hakki and Veysel withdrew from 
the immediate area, taking Ferda with 
them. 

Three fighters fall... When I looked 
back for a moment I saw that the police 
were pointing their guns at me, so I 
fired the MP5 at them. Menzir’s heroes 
(Note: Necdet Menzir was chief of 


Istanbul police) fled to left and right. I 
also went quickly to cover at the corner 
of a building and continued to shoot. I 
noticed that more and more torturers 
were coming and were trying to 
surround me, and J tried to get to cover 
at the corner of a wall. A massive 
number of shots from various 
directions meant that this corner was 
not enough to give me protection. I was 
wounded and because of the bullet 
wounds I was finally taken prisoner. 

Despite my own capture, I still 
heard shooting going on at varying 
levels of intensity from the street where 
Hakki and the other comrades had 
withdrawn and I tried to guess what 
was going on. As if I could still see 
how Hakki and Veysel, in the middle of 
the clash, were trying to rescue Ferda... 
But the torturers gave me no 
opportunity to think any longer or 
assess the situation. Right after 
capturing me they began to beat and 
kick me. They also tried to drag me 
into a building so they could execute 
me there... But I did not let them. 
Finally I was taken, first to a hospital 
and then a police station. 

Like Hamiyet YILDIZ... The days 
went by but the torturers said nothing 
about my comrades. The thought that 
they had been murdered was constantly 
in my mind. Sometimes I heard a voice 
saying, no no, they are also here, they 
were also captured. At my last 
interrogation under torture they showed 
me a magazine and said, «We killed 
them all like we will also do to you 
outside.» I was angry. I still did not 
believe them. 

In my cell I could see the other 
comrades. Hakki’s enormous capacity 
for love, his readiness to share with 
other comrades, his modesty. The 
enthusiasm of Veysel, his passion for 
learning and for struggle, even though 
he was so young... Then I saw Ferda, 
her proletarian characteristics, her 
passion for the struggle and 
remembered her last words on leaving 
the flat: « I will fall like Hamiyet 
YILDIZ, I can sense it.» I said, «No, 
no, we will strike our blow and then get 
away.» The sense she had had about 
Hamiyet was correct, because as she 
had dreamed, like Hamiyet YILDIZ she 
fought and fell, gun in hand. 


The Lessons of 
the Action 
Action and Solidarity 


hey carried out the first phase 

of the action, they punished 

the torturers and withdrew... 

At that moment Ferda was hit 
and fell to the ground... Her comrades 
did not leave her there, Hakki went to 
her and tried to lift her... Then Veysel 
went to them... Another comrade took 
part in a skirmish in an attempt to cover 
their retreat... The fabric of the 
Kiziltoprak Resistance was interwoven 
with comradely solidarity. 

Che said the following: «Whether in 
an army hundreds of thousands strong 
or in a small commando unit of 
fighters, the necessary basis must be 
solidarity in waging warfare.» 

That is an essential part of the 
nature of war, and particularly war by 
guerrillas. 

Imagine a classical skirmish 
situation. It is only possible for a 
fighter to withdraw under enemy fire if 
his comrades give him covering fire. 
That applies both to withdrawals and to 
assaults. Even with larger-scale 
operations, there must always be 
comrades standing by near the scene of 
the action to give «security». 

But there is always another side in 
which solidarity in warfare is expressed 
more concretely. Intervening on behalf 
of wounded or fallen comrades. 

In open warfare, in field campaigns, 
no army leaves its dead on the field of 
battle. If it did, it would be disgraced. 
This is the case even today, when 
warfare has changed its form. Things 
are not done in exactly the same way 
but the principle of not leaving your 
dead behind still holds true. There is a 
political and military as well as moral 
dimension to this. 

What do we do if a comrade is 
wounded in an action? That is one of 
the most important problems faced in a 
revolutionary action. And it is difficult 
to find a single answer that satisfies all 
situations. But essentially there is of 
course an answer valid under all 
circumstances. If the conditions are 


present for this, a fighter must not be 
left alone at the scene of the action. 
The assessment of the conditions will 
be made by the fighters themselves. 
The security of the organisation, the 
security of the other comrades and 
achieving a result from the action will 
all be taken into account. Of course 
such assessments also involve risking 
one’s own life to save wounded 
comrades, or indeed unwounded ones. 

As was the case in Kiziltoprak, 
there are outstanding examples of how 
comrades hurt in an action were not left 
behind and comradely relations were 
upheld in the common struggle. There 
are negative examples as well, of 
course. 

There have been those who have 
seen that a comrade had fallen to the 
ground but did not check whether he 
was wounded or dead, though it was 
possible to get him away from the scene 
of the action. Or there have been people 
who were responsible for security but 
failed to guarantee the «security» of 
those who took part in the action and 
were depending on them. For example, 
once when the enemy attacked, those 
who were responsible for security were 
the first to beat a retreat! 

Of course there is another problem, 
when a military task is not fulfilled. 
Somebody flees, leaving his or her 
comrades in the lurch. The reason is 
not «the security of the organisation», 
«the security of the action», but 
personal safety! 

The question of how to behave in 
what situation is answered by asking, 
«What are the conditions?», in which 
the security of our comrades is an 
essential consideration. 

Che gave another example, this 
time involving an all-out attack on an 
enemy barracks: 

« If a comrade is wounded and falls 
down... and under the influence of 
comradely relations, another takes him 
on his shoulders and bears him away 
from the scene of the action, that means 
that instead of putting one fighter out 
of action, the enemy has neutralised 
two, and the rest of the unit has lost 
two fighters. In wanting to bring one 
comrade away from a place of danger, 
the other comrades are endangered and 
so is the manoeuvrability of the rest of 
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the unit... Think it over well. What 
have you achieved by bringing a 
wounded comrade a few metres back... 
Instead of carrying him on your 
shoulders, giving him some help, and 
then without losing time, continuing to 
move forward after helping him into 
some cover like a ditch, would you not 
be achieving the same result?...» 

Yes, all is formulated according to 
circumstances. In our actions, people 
will be killed or wounded. In outright 
warfare that is inevitable. Sometimes 
while comrades are hit next to us, the 
action will continue. If our hearts 
permit us to we will leave our fallen on 
the battlefield. And perhaps that will 
sometimes be the case with the 
wounded. Despite all that, the wounded 
will be taken away if there is the 
slightest possibility of getting them 
away from the area. Not to do that 
carries a heavy organisational and 
moral penalty. 

Let us say that during a major 
action a comrade is wounded or falls. If 
the possibility exists to continue the 
action and hit the target, it is 
unforgiveable if a result is not achieved 
simply because people stopped for the 
wounded or the fallen. 

After listing some possible 
examples, Che remarked: «In war, you 
are not alone.» In a sense, that is the 
spirit of it. We are not alone: we must 
safeguard the security of the 
organisation and the action and think of 
all the fighters. What we do has to be 
decided in the light of this. 

It is one of the tradtions of Devrimci 
Sol, the Party-Front. As has been the 
organisational function of the Party- 
Front, comradely feelings and 
connections have become a tradition in 
the line of action and the practice of the 
Party-Front. Sometimes in an enemy 
encirclement one has said: «Either all or 
none.» This has happened several times. 
On other occasions, when the 
possibility existed, a comrade sacrificed 
him or herself to let the others get away. 
These are all revolutionary paths. What 
is important is what is done in what 
situation. If before thinking of oneself 
one thinks of the organisation and the 
other comrades, and behaves 
accordingly, this is the correct form of 
ehaviour to follow and take as the basis. 
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THE STRATEGY OF 
THE PARTY-FRONT 


is in conformity with tts traditions 


he THKP-C, together with 
THKO, is the first group in 
the history of the left in 
Turkey which began an armed 
struggle. 

Looking at this new 
beginning, the broad masses 
of the people experienced that 
form of struggle with 
amazement and 
curiosity at the same 
time. 

Regarding the 
armed struggle, they 
behaved in a 
circumspect manner. 

But before that 
circumspect position 
was overcome, the armed 
struggle suffered a defeat. 

In spite of the short time it 
appeared on the scene, the 
armed struggle won sympathy 
and solidarity among broad 
sections of the population. 

The result and 
consequence of that period 
amazed the so-called «old 
left» - the revisionists and 
reformists - yes, even the 
political scientists of the 
bourgeoisie. 

How was that possible? It 
is indeed well known that the 
THKP-C went over to the 
armed struggle in the short 
term. The THKP-C waged 
armed struggle for a very 
short time and was broken up. 

To understand the THKP- 
C, and how it won the 
sympathy and solidarity of 
broad sections of the 
population - although it was 
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destroyed as an organisation - 
not only its armed struggle 
but the organisation as a 
whole has to be examined. 
The answer to this 
question is not explained by 
seeing the THKP-C as a 
handful of 
adventurous 
young 


started 
some 


actions 
and 
became 
victims of their 
own adventure afterwards. 

That’s why the 
revisionists, reformists, 
opportunists and the ruling 
class could not understand the 
enormous potential of the 
THKP-C after the events of 
1974. «Some few 
adventurers» carried out 
«some individual terror 
actions» and were broken up 
afterwards, certainly it is 
impossible for a movement 
like this to leave behind such 
potential. 

On this point there are two 
possibilities, either this 


potential of the Party-Front 
after 1974 is just an illusion, 
or reformism and revisionism 
has the wrong image of the 
THKP-C. 

Which one of those two 
possibilities is the true one 
can actually be acknowledged 
very quickly : this potential of 
the THKP-C, which was 
newly formed, qualititively 
raised the organisation, and - 
in the struggle from 1974 to 
today - left deep roots in the 
left. To devalue the THKP-C 
as adventurists, far from 
reality, makes us 
wonder, where is the 
concrete struggle that 
you are waging? 
Where are your 
masses? For 30 
years everybody has 
talked about the Party- 
Front. Whether they 
want it or not, nobody can 
ignore the reality of class 
struggle in Turkey. Only the 
revisionists and opportunists 
who cannot stop the THKP-C, 
have tried to criticise it for 
decades, using false 
representations. First false 
representations are made, and 
afterwards they are criticised. 

According to them, the 
THKP-C saw the «peasantry» 
as the vanguard or leading 
force, it was only a youth 
movement far removed from 
reality and its people only 
thought in terms of the 
struggle by the vanguard. 

Despite all these false 


representations, it was the THKP-C 
which drew tens of thousands of people 
behind it and was able to win the 
sympathy of the masses. 

It is understandable that such 
assumptions were made immediately 
after the defeat in 1973 and 1974, but 
basically the same kind of criticism 
was made later, after 1974. And this 
behaviour unavoidably led them into a 
dead end. According to them, the 
THKP-C consisted only of a few 
adventurers. So why was it possible for 
such an organisation to win a broad 
layer of sympathisers and, with the 
conceptions it had, how was it able to 
organise a large and combative section 
of the masses, when no left movement 
had been able to do this previously? 

What can be seen is that these 
critics, up to today, have not been a 
political force that had to be taken 
seriously and have not found any 
resonance among broad layers of the 
masses. Of course, up to the present 
there have been no answers to these 
questions. So for the sake of argument, 
let us assume that we are adventurists, 
we are far removed from reality and we 
are merely a youth movement. 
However, those who claim all this must 
allow the question to be asked of them: 
where are the political results you have 
achieved, where is your serious 
struggle? What serious struggles have 
you led and what results can you say 
you achieved from them? Where are 
your supporters when an organisation 
far from reality can raise hundreds of 
thousands to their feet, and where are 
your millions of supporters, your 
working class and your people? 

Opportunists have no answers to 
these questions and never will. Perhaps 
they will go on criticising the Party- 
Front in this way but deep down their 
carping is a weapon directed at 
themselves. They cannot measure up 
to the Party-Front. 

Whoever abandons the ideology of 
the THKP-C will not survive politically. 
There is a fact in Turkey which has 
proved to be the case since 1974: 
anyone who abandons the ideology of 
the THKP-C is doomed to failure. 

Some of those who denied its line 
after 1974 went over to Aydinlik (a 
revisionist group), and others followed 


a route in which from day to day they 
lost their political impact. Another 
section of those denying it who were 
able to attract a good deal of the 
THKP-C potential in various ways 
because of the loss of orientation 
characteristic of the period also quickly 
lost their impact after 1976. 

Besides those who openly rejected 
the THKP-C line, there were numerous 
groups until 1980 who claimed to 
represent the THKP-C. 

The Acilciler («Those Who Are In 
A Hurry»), HDO, Devrimci Savas 
(Revolutionary War), the MLSPB 
(Marxist-Leninist Armed Propaganda 
Unit), THKP-C Savascilari 
(«Fighters»), Cayan Sempatizanlari 
(«Cayan’s Sympathisers»), Devrimci 
Yol (Revolutionary Path), Devrimci Sol 
(Revolutionary Left)... These were 
some of the more important groups. 
Moreover there were various 
autonomous groups and grouplets who 
did not represent the THKP-C but 
nevertheless thought they were 
descended from it. These were groups 
like the THKP-C/ML and KSD. 

Of course there were heated 
disputes among these groups about the 
ideology of the THKP-C and who was 
representing it correctly. These disputes 
have now ended. Of course it is 
impossible to settle the ideological 
struggle through debates. Only 
scholastic discussions can be resolved 
in that way. 

Life has settled these questions. 
While some rejected the THKP-C 
ideology, there were others who 
misunderstood it and so could no 
longer represent it. There were others 
who sought to liquidate it. But tboth 
those who rejected it and those who 
deviated to the left of the Party-Front 
came to the same end. 

Groups who misunderstood the 
THKP-C ideology and misapplied it 
could not achieve results anything like 
those achieved by the THKP-C. Finally 
they collapsed. The rejectors of the 
THKP-C line lost sight of achieving 
revolution and swung completely to the 
right. Now they are part of the system. 

Other groups that drifted to the right 
tended to succumb to eclecticism since 
they could not reject the THKP-C 
openly. The THKP-C could not be 
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enced that f 
struggle with amaze- 
ment and curiosity at 
the same time. 


conditionally upheld, however. Either 
its revolutionary strategy was valid as a 
Whole, or it was not valid at all. 
Eclecticism was contrary to the 
revolutionary line. 

In the end, the revolutionary line 
corresponded to the seriousness and 
resolution of the left in Turkey, and it 
was a line which arose from an 
ideological, political and military 
struggle. 

The ideology of the THKP-C was 
developed and strengthened through 
massive clashes, splits, the destruction 
of the status quo and the creation of a 
new revolutionary tradition. 

First the TIP’s (Workers’ Party of 
Turkey) parliamentarism was 
countered, and then there was the move 
to MDD (National Democratic 
Revolution). (1) 

There were the first splits in the 
MDD and the group led by Dogu 
Perincek split away (2). Then there was 
an open letter to ASD (Aydinlik 
Sosyalist Dergi, an intellectual 
magazine), a journal of the TIP, and the 
clear development of the revolutionary 
path began. Then there was the betrayal 
by Küpeli and Aktolga (members of the 
THKP-C) and a clash with groups who 
were moving to the right. 

After 1974 the ideological struggle 
with those who were denying the 
THKP-C line started and then there 
were struggles against the attempts at 
liquidation by Devrimci Yol. 

In 1978 came the complete break 
with the deniers of the THKP-C legacy 
and liquidators. In this phase an 
intensive ideological campaign was 
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an actions. Indeed, its 
apparently new 
conceptions must have 
existed previously but 

il the THKP-C these 
had been undermined by 
the traditions of 
revisionism. 


also conducted within the Party-Front. 

At the same time the opportunists 
and revisionists fired their arrows at the 
THKP-C. On this front too there was a 
massive ideological struggle. 

In these struggles, the ideology of 
the THKP-C developed from day to 
day. It was enriched and every new 
struggle ended with the THKP-C 
gaining a deeper hold over the people. 

Now the question is posed: what is 
the source of the THKP-C’s ideological 
power? That means, where can the 
correctness of its ideology be seen? 
This ideology does not consist solely of 
the Political-Military War Strategy in 
theoretical terms, nor the military 
actions of 1970 to 1972 in practical 
terms. Its gigantic potential is not based 
on these two things. 

That the THKP-C was a «break» 
with the revisionist traditions of the 
1950s did not mean that it simply 
replaced the parliamentary struggle 
with the armed struggle. However, this 
is a very complex point. It is known 
that the armed struggle of itself does 
not constitute a struggle. Equally 
important is which organisation is 
leading the struggle, the aims it has, 
what kind of revolution it is seeking 
and what conceptions of revolution it 
has. 

The Party-Front distinguishes itself 
in these respects from the revisionist 
traditions of the 1950s and 1970s and 
also from the struggle waged by 
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opportunists, reformists, legalists and 
nationalists. 

The Party-Front has connected its 
strategic line to the system of 
revolutionary values and traditions. 

A new way of making revolution 
arose from its forms of struggle, its 
attitude to the masses, its conception of 
actions and justice, connected to a good 
understanding of the people and their 
traditions and not disowning them. 
Moreover, it accepted history, did not 
fall into chauvinism and did not limit 
itself to national liberation from 
imperialism, but had a conception of 
internationalism. 

A completely new revolutionary 
attitude in all areas of life was 
developed, through relying on its own 
strength, its 
conception of 
organisations and 
leadership, and its 
attitude to different 
types of 
organisation and 
bourgeois politics. ‘ 

The break with 
revisionism, 
reformism and the 
status quo was 
realised through 
this revolutionary 
attitude. For 28 
years, the Party- 
Front has 
determined this 
revolutionary type 
of behaviour and in 
the eyes of the 
popular masses this 
makes it 
trustworthy and 
respectable. 

Although the 
THKP-C made the 
first armed entrance 
into the political 
arena and 
experienced 
physical defeat, 
after 1974 Devrimci 
Sol and in the 
1990s the DHKP-C 
could be sure of 
support and 
sympathy among 
the masses of the 


people, even though both were 
subjected to attacks aimed at bringing 
about their destruction. 

It is certainly no coincidence that 
the roots of the revolutionary tradition 
were laid by the THKP-C, and many 
methods used were first put into 
practice by the Party-Front. Firstly the 
THKP-C corresponds to the concrete 
reality of the country. This forms the 
basis of its strategic line and traditions. 
The Party-Front directs its entire energy 
towards its own land and people. This 
means that the corresponding strategies 
for struggle and forms of organisation 
are adapted to the current situation. 

Secondly the Party-Front possessed 
at all times the determination to fight in 
all situations. It did not make 
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compromises with the enemy. The 
quote from Mahir, «We are on the road 
to carrying out revolution in Turkey,» 
expresses the essence of the THKP-C 
conception of what it stood for. 

The THKP-C has determined the 
path to revolution in Turkey, without 
following role models elsewhere - 
unlike the TKP (Communist Party of 
Turkey) and TIP (Labour or Workers’ 
Party of Turkey) , which were oriented 
towards the USSR, or the opportunism 
of Mihri Belli, who ignored revisionism 
in the Soviet Union. 

Devrimci Sol and the DHKP-C 
continued a revolutionary line in an 
atmosphere dominated by fronts which 
imitated the Party of Labour of Albania 
at every step. One of the revolutionary 
achievements which made the Party- 
Front into a people’s movement and tied 
the people to the Party-Front was the 
Party-Front’s revolutionary contact with 
the values and traditions of the people. 

In the conditions of the 1970s the 
THKP-C was a break with reformism 
which looked down on the people, and 
the THKP-C saw its task as one of 
making revolutionary appeals to the 
people. It was a break with Maoism 
and putschism. 

Dev-Genc (Revolutionary Youth) 
stands on the side of the people in 
every act of resistance. For it, 
resistance is a form of educational 
institution. An educational institution in 
which it is possible to get to know the 
people and develop its attitude towards 
the people. 

For the Party-Front which has its 
existence in this country, there can be 
no question of being contrary to the 
values and traditions of the people. 

To take to heart the traditions and 
values of the people means that the 
Party-Front is at one with the people’s 
history of rebellion and resistance. The 
Party-Front’s line derives its strength 
from Bedrettin (a rebel in Anatolia 
centuries ago who set up an egalitarian 
system in the area his followers 
controlled during an uprising against 
the Ottoman Empire), the anti- 
imperialist liberation war and the 
resistance and rebellions of the peoples 
of Anatolia. For an intellectual, the 
ways and forms of behaviour of the 
Party-Front may seem crude. Perhaps 


they might seem to be guardians of 
morals in the way they refer to those 
who fall in the struggle as martyrs, and 
to intellectuals this may seem feudal. 
The people’s organisations could be 
termed a form of local government 
bureaucracy. However, all these things 
are original. The examples cited have 
nothing to do with being guardians of 
morals or being primitive in behaviour. 
The fact is that we are endeavouring to 
become a people’s movement. We do 
not see revolution as something to be 
achieved from a writing desk, as an 
intellectual pastime, but as a task which 
involves creating a viewpoint which 
can organise the people and develop the 
struggle further. We believe in and trust 
our people. With this trust and belief 
we want to bring the people’s trust and 
powers of decision-making into the 
foreground. We want the revolution for 
the people. A Party-Front sympathiser 
must direct him or herself in this 
fashion. This distinguishes us from the 
culture of eclecticism and from the 
opportunist culture which was 
caricatured as «communism». 

Revolutionary uprightness is one of 
the most important components of the 
Party-Front. The THKP-C introduced a 
new era in revolutionary thoughts and 
actions. Indeed, its apparently new 
conceptions must have existed 
previously but until the THKP-C these 
had been undermined by the traditions 
of revisionism. 
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The peculiarity of the left’s cadres at 
that time was that they had one foot in 
revolutionary work and another foot 
planted in the system. The contradictory 
«illegality» of the TKP and the 
parliamentarism of the TIP came to the 
fore in the actions of these cadres. 

Their political work methods and 
organisational structures contained both 
revolutionary and bourgeois 
characteristics. The youths who went 
on to set up the THKP-C got rid of this 
kind of revolutionary in 1967 and 1968. 
They put an end to the revolutionaries 
who were chained to a writing desk and 
who favoured elitist leadership 
methods. «Giving oneself completely to 
the revolution» first became a mass 
phenomenon with these youths. To be 
in the Party-Front means, in the 
narrowest sense of the word, going into 
the fight without any material 
advantages. Powerful examples of 
solidarity and friendship could only 
come about against such a background. 
For example, people must call to mind 
that the leading cadres of one party - 
taking their own deaths for granted - 
tried to free the leading cadres of 
another party. 

What political movement would 
repeat this now? With most of the left it 
is all about their own advantage. They 
act with the thought of how to put this 
or that situation to their advantage. In 
the name of revolutionary politics, the 
most primitive and coarsest methods of 
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the bourgeoisie are used and defended. 

For decades we have been putting 
up resistance to this dilemma. 

In our actions, in our relations in 
Turkey and throughout the world, we 
have upheld our revolutionary 
character. 

At this decisive juncture, what 
distinguished the Party-Front from the 
rest of the left was that the sympathies 
and dislikes of the people determined 
its actions. 

Refusal to compromise and resolve 
to wage the struggle is the source of the 
Party-Front’s countless traditions. The 
tradition of not surrendering to the 
enemy began with Maltepe and 
Arnavutkoy and reached its highest 
point in Kizildere. 

This has been the case for 28 years 
with Devrimci Sol and the DHKP-C. 
Much has been said and praised about 
Kizildere but nobody has sought to 
repeat it in the exact same way. Also, 
Kizildere, Ciftehavuzlar and Bagcilar 
are not simply the deeds of courageous 
and heroic people but are part of an 
epic which has come to life with the 
Party-Front’s line. It is this 
irreconcilable tradition which caused 
the fighters to say the following, in 
different places, at different times and 
in different situations: «We have come 
to win, let us fight until victory», 
«Devrimci Sol fighters do not 
surrender» and «You should surrender, 
not us». Those who do not conduct an 
uncompromising struggle with the 
imperialists and the oligarchy in every 
situation will never create such 
traditions. There will be certain 
exceptions but they will not be the rule. 
Being irreconcilable is the line 
separating reformists from 
revolutionaries and the resolve to fight 
is what separates revolutionary politics 
from opportunist politics. The result of 
this different behaviour was shown in 
the junta years following March 12, 
1971 and September 12, 1980. When 
other left groups used absurd excuses 
to withdraw from the political arena, 
the THKP-C and Devrimci Sol stood 
their ground and represented the 
people. This difference became even 
clearer when Devrimci Sol prisoners 
went on a Death Fast after the 1980 
coup while the reformists and 
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opportunists found ways to capitulate. 
The self-confidence of the Party-Front, 
whch never gave up, is a sign of its 
organisational and political 
independence. Reconciling oneself to 
the system means not having 
confidence in one’s own politics and 
ideology. It is classically the attitude of 
the petite bourgeoisie. As soon as they 
bump up against something strong, or if 
what they are fighting actually gains 
strength, they draw back and try to get 
out of the situation without 
experiencing damage or losses. The 
left, which had no strength left to fight 
following the military coup phases of 
March 12 and September 12, which 
was heavily affected by contra-guerrilla 
developments in the socialist countries 
and had no self-confidence to be able to 
stand on its own two feet, showed how 
deep its self-confidence problem was. 
The line of the Party-Front, from its 
foundation to the present day, showed 
its difference from the rest of the left 
on this basis. It has developed into a 
representative of ideological and 
organisational independence as well as 
an unrelenting opponent of 
imperialism. The support and trust of 
the people, 30 years of being 
undefeated, the uninterrupted struggle 
and its justice are some of the most 
important aspects of the THKP-C. 
These lines from a leaflet show the 
THKP-C’s conception of the justice of 
its cause: 

«The THKC takes no responsibility 
for the damage done to the people by 
adventurers and gangsters. It will only 
take responsibility for its own attacks 
on enemy targets. Abducting children, 
molesting women, attacking small 
businessmen and doing them harm, 
attacking those who have no direct 
connection to the imperialists, whose 
direct collaborators are few in number - 
such deeds are not the deeds of 
revolutionaries. Such deeds are merely 
the actions of gangsters. The THKC 
condemns such deeds in the clearest 
manner possible. It welcomes every 
action directed at the American 
imperialists, against the finance 
capitalists, against the oppressors and 
enemies of the people. 

Every action carried out by THKC 
fighters will be explained to the people 


in detail by means of bulletins. The 
THKC condemns and punishes enemies 
of the people, torturers, oppressors and 
robbers. It demands a reckoning from 
those who are responsible for 
bloodshed and atrocities.» (THKP-C 
Trial File, page 445.) 

The importance of these words 
becomes clearer when we look at the 
current situation of the left in Turkey. It 
cannot be overlooked as to who has 
carried out what actions and why, the 
demagogy and speculations of the 
oligarchy, the psychological warfare of 
the contra-guerrillas, which has 
increased greatly in scope compared to 
before. In the past it was a lot easier to 
distinguish the left’s actions from those 
of the contra-guerrillas. It is a 
revolutionary principle and a great 
thing the revolutionaries must look to, 
in this regard. The line of the Party- 
Front has remained true to the lines 
quoted from the THKC leaflet. 
Devrimci Sol and the DHKP-C have 
carried on the inheritance of the THKP- 
Con this point and have developed it 
further. 

Whoever takes pains and then asks 
the question «We have eagerly 
defended communism, we have 
adhered closely to the classics, why 
don’t the masses follow us?» should 
examine the theory and practice, 
principles, strategy and traditions of the 
Party-Front’s line as a whole. Certainly 
what is said in theory is important but 
it cannot be decisive. What do you do, 
what is your practice and how far does 
it correspond to your conception of 
socialist ethics and the traditions and 
values of the people? The attitude and 
trust of the people is determined by 
these lines. 

People are orientated towards 
practice. The people can expect nothing 
from overheated and sharp verbal 
appeals when nearby barricades are 
being set up, there is fighting and those 
who fall are being taken to their graves. 
And the way the DHKP-C has 
developed despite massive attacks and 
pressure should be heeded. 


1) What is meant is the democratic 
revolution inside the geographical borders of 
Turkey. It has nothing to do with nationalists in 
Germany! 

2) The chairman of the IP (Workers’ Party). 
This party bears no relation to the TIP. 


OPERATIONS 


OPEN FASCISM IS 
INSTITUTIONALISED WITH 
THE JUNTA OF SEPTEMBER 
12TH 


he main role in setting up 

the fascist junta of 

September 12 belonged to 
the contra-guerrillas of the Special 
Warfare Department. Before it was 
even made public in Turkey, the 
«good» news of the coup was given 
to the president of USA with the 
words «your boys have done it «. 
Therefore it would be unnecessary 
here to mention the CIA 
connections of the coup. 

Once again imperialism and 
oligarchy had to stop the 
democracy game since they could 
not find a solution to the deepening 
crisis and make the people 
surrender with the attacks and 
massacres by the civil fascist gangs 
organised by the contra-guerrillas 
until September 12, 1980. This time 
the aim was to institutionalise open 
fascism, a task left incomplete by 
the previous military coup of March 
12, 1971. Of course, the rest was 
obvious. Operations, arrests, torture 
of hundreds of thousands of 
revolutionaries, progressive 
democrats and patriots, their 
imprisonment and death sentences 
followed each other. 

Together with the junta, the law 
of the contra-guerrillas started to be 


— Part 3 — 


applied. Above all the political 
branches of the police but also all 
the police and gendarme stations 
were converted into torture centres. 
Whoever passed this hurdle then 
faced the military prisons and 
courts. After months of 
interrogations based on torture, the 
prisoners were then seized by the 
military prosecutors and courts and 
put in the military prisons, where 
attempts were made to subject 
them to military regulations. 
Besides the terror of the junta, 
another important step towards 
institutionalising open fascism was 
obtained with the fascist 
constitution of 1982. Thus, all the 
rights and liberties in the 
constitution which had already 
been limited by the junta of March 
12, 1971 were restricted yet further. 


DGM (STATE SECURITY 
COURTS) REINSTITUTED 


fter the junta of March 12, 

1971, the DGM were 

installed in 1972 to judge 
the revolutionary and patriot 
prisoners, but they were abolished 
in 1976 according to the resolution 
by the constitutional defence court. 
The military courts were legalised 
together with the 1982 fascist 
constitution that was prepared by 
the contra-guerrilla generals of 
September 12, and by means of a 
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sham referendum people were 
forced to accept it. The DGM were 
re-established: 5 in Istanbul, 3 in 
Diyarbakir, 2 in Malatya and one 
each in Ankara and Izmir. The 
authority to increase the sentences 
under the existing criminal law by 
1/3 was given to the DGM. Under 
conditions where the right of 
defence was limited or abolished, 
thousands of trials were opened 
with the demand for capital 
punishment to be applied. 


MAKING PEOPLE TURN 
TRAITOR WAS 
INSTITUTIONALISED 


he work of making people 

betray their organisations 

was a method widely used by 
the police and gendarmes on 
people during interrogations before 
September 12. But after September 
12, its dimensions were broadened 
and institutionalised by oppression 
and torture during the period of 
detention, and through the articles 
on turncoats that were issued from 
time to time. The traitors, who had 
been turned during detention or in 
the prisons, began to be used in the 
operations targeting the 
revolutionary organisations, and 
also the interrogations of 
revolutionaries. 

The use of turncoats during the 

first years of September 12 took two 
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forms. Firstly, the operations against 
organisations were widened in scope 
through the information obtained 
from them. The second way was to 
make them give speeches on TV and 
broadcast their confessions and calls 
for surrender, and in this way to 
destroy the morale of the 
revolutionary organisations and 
their sympathisers and followers. 
That is the psychological warfare 
side of it. But by the time they 
started to be used in the torture- 
based interrogations, they had 
already participated in the 
operations against organisations and 
also were used during interrogations 
in an effort to create new turncoats. 
From then on they were 
permanently on the staff of police 
stations and prisons. The articles on 
penitence that were occasionally 
issued in the beginning were later 
permanently institutionalised 
through the promulgation of the 
article on turncoats. 

Since 1990 turncoats have been 
used as members of death squads 
and contra-guerrilla gangs. So that 
even the ones who are supposed to 
be in the prisons of Kurdistan were 
provided with arms and access out 
of prison so they could take part in 
the massacres of revolutionaries, 
patriots, democrats and even 


24 


ordinary people. In an enquiry long 
after the Susurluk scandal broke, it 
was revealed that the whereabouts 
of more than 50 turncoats who were 
supposed to be in Diyarbakir prison 
was still unknown! 


«THE SPECIAL UNITS» OF 
CONTRA-GUERRILLAS ARE 
FOUNDED AGAIN 


ith September 12, apart 
from Devrimci Sol and a 
couple of other 


movements whose activities were 
limited, the rest of the left vacated 
the political arena. Despite 
receiving many heavy blows at the 
central committee level, Devrimci 
Sol continuously led the struggle 
against the junta. But with the 
effects of those heavy blows, after 
1983 the level of organisational 
connections and armed struggle 
decreased. 

After the onset of guerrilla 
warfare by the PKK with the Eruh 
and Semdinli raids in 1984, the 
death squads of contra-guerrillas 
that are named «the special units» 
were established by the Special 
Warfare Department in 1985. These 
units were also used against Mahir 
and his comrades in Kizildere, 
during the Cyprus invasion in 1974 


and during a plane hijack in 1980 in 
Diyarbakir. These units were used 
against guerrillas and consisted of 
selected officers within the army 
who were trained as commandos 
and contra-guerrilla experts. But 
when these units were not enough 
to keep up with the developing war, 
ordinary commando soldiers and 
NCOs were selected and trained as 
contra-guerrilla experts and new 
units were established. Later village 
guards and turncoats were added to 
these death squads, which were 
designated «mixed units». 


THE OHAL (STATE OF 
EMERGENCY) LAW, THE OHAL 
PROVINCE AND JITEM 
(GENDARME INTELLIGENCE 
AND STRUGGLE AGAINST 
TERRORISM) 


r he OHAL law was issued on 
July 19, 1987 and straight 


away put in practice. Also 

the establishment of Gendarme 
Security Sub-Army in Diyarbakir 
which is directly responsible to the 
Special Warfare Department and 
the announcement of the state of 
emergency made the contra- 
guerrillas powerful in Kurdistan. 
Neither parliament nor government 
nor even the fascist constitution 
were effective there anymore. 

Again, JITEM was established 
during the same period. JITEM is a 
so-called military intelligence 
institution but its real activity can 
be summarised as forming mobs 
and death squads in the OHAL 
territory and directing them to 
torture, carry out massacres and 
burn down villages. In the territory 
the activities of contra-guerrillas 
were mainly directed by JITEM 
officers. Founding cadres like 
Captain Cem Ersever and General 
Esref Bitlis were themselves killed 
by the contra-guerrillas. 


The governor of the OHAL 
province seemed to be 
commissioned by the government 
and responsible to the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs but in reality he was 
taking orders from the contra- 
guerrillas. The governors were 
already counter-guerrilla supporters 
in any case. 


SPECIAL TEAMS (Special 
Action Teams) ARE 
COMMISSIONED 


he Special Teams was 
established for the first time 


in 1982. But they were 
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limited to 35-40 persons. One of the 
founders was Korkut Eren who was 
already assigned to the Special 
Units which consist of contra- 
guerrilla units in the army. In 1985, 
when it was decided to enlarge the 
teams, he was re-assigned to train 
the new death squads. The number 
was increased and reached 10,000 
by 1996. Special Teams are 
responsible to the Special Warfare 
Department which is responsible to 
the police headquarters. Most of the 
members are civil fascists who put 
on uniform. The MHP (the fascist 
National Movement Party) 
organised campaigns and sent 


youth of the Ulku Ocaklari («Idealist 
Hearths», clubs run by the Grey 
Wolves) to the Special Teams. Thus 
the fascist murderers from before 
September 12, 1980 were wearing 
the uniforms of the state and 
confronting the people with new 
massacres. In the beginning Special 
Teams were used against guerrillas 
but later they joined the operations 
in cities and were used in massacres 
and executions. These death squads 
which mainly consisted of fascists 
of the MHP used the most brutal 
methods, including cutting off ears 
and noses, beheading, rape, torture 
and massacres. 


VILLAGE GUARDS ARE USED 


ne of the obstacles to the 
Kurdish national struggle 
and guerrillas created by 


the oligarchy is the village guards, 
and with the amendment in the 
«Article on Villages», they officially 
began to operate in 1985. The 
village guards method is widely 
used in most of the neo-colonial 
countries where revolutions and the 
national liberation struggle are 
developing. In fact, the ruling 
classes used similar methods in our 
history, for example, the Hamidiye 
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Brigades which consisted of Kurds 
(these brigades fought for the 
Ottoman Empire in World War D. 
The number of the village guards 
was increased every year. Today 
there are 60-70,000 of them and 
they are used as part of the 
operations against guerrillas. 


ONCE AGAIN, MASSACRES IN 
THE CITIES 


uring 1986-87, the 
democratic opposition 
front started to develop 


within students and working class 
under the leadership of the 
revolutionary movement, while the 
Kurdish national movement 
developed guerrilla warfare. The 
April Actions by students were signs 
that the apolitical atmosphere 
created by the junta of September 
12 was being dispelled. After that, 
some movement occurred within 
the working class. 

But the enemies of the people 
did not hesitate to act against these 
developments. In October 1987, the 
mobsters of the oligarchy massacred 
the Devrimci Sol militant Ali 
Demiralp in Cengelkoy in an effort 
to crush the revolutionary 
opposition at the very beginning. 
The aim was to threaten and 
intimidate revolutionaries and the 
people. 


INTIMIDATION OF MAY DAY 
1988 BY USING EXECUTIONS; 
OZTURK ACARI AND SALIH 
KUL ARE MASSACRED 


ogether with the 
developments of 1986-87 the 
struggle started to accelerate. 


For the first time May Day would be 
celebrated on the streets in 1988 and 
this would be a very important step 
towards making May Day legitimate. 
But the oligarchy did not waste time 
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replying to this development with 
massacres. On April 30, 1988, the 
murderers of the oligarchy raided a 
house in the Gursel district of 
Caglayan/Istanbul where Devrimci 
Sol militants were staying, and 
executed Salih Kul and Ozturk Acari. 
The explanation for the massacre 
was no different from others that 
would be heard so often later. They 
stated that the massacred Devrimci 
Sol militants were preparing to carry 
out actions on May Day, and in this 
way the execution was presented as 
legitimate. 

While the oligarchy was trying to 
intimidate revolutionaries and the 
people by massacres, the main aim 
was to prevent the armed struggle 
in the cities from restarting, to 
follow what had already begun in 
the mountains of Kurdistan. 
Therefore the target of the 
massacres was the movements 
following the line of armed struggle 
and aiming to develop this struggle. 


THE TUZLA MASSACRE 


nly six months after the 
massacre in Okmeydani, on 
October 7, 1988, the Tuzla 


massacre was carried out. This time 
the police opened fire from the 
Tuzla bridge on a car on the main 
carriageway, the E-5, and executed 
the TKP-ML militants Ismail Hakki 
Adali, Kemal Sogukpinar, Fevzi 
Yalcin and Reha Sen (the TKP-ML is 
the Communist Party of Turkey 
Marxist-Leninist, a Maoist 
organisation of which there are 
several factions). There were more 
than 300 bullet wounds (most of 
them inflicted at close range) in the 
bodies of the martyrs, a fact also 
stated in the autopsy reports. The 
police had already prepared their 
story. According to this, the car did 
not obey the command to stop and 
the persons in the car opened fire. 
In fact, no weapon was found in the 
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car which resembled a sieve 
because of the bullet holes. During 
the trial of the murderer-policemen, 
they first claimed that a non- 
functional weapon was found and 
later, out of the blue, some other 
weapons were supposedly found in 
the car. While the trial was 
continuing, the legal representative 
of the murderers demanded another 
forensic report and this time, 
contradicting the first report, it 
stated that there were no wounds 
inflicted at close range. The trial 
took seven years and none of the 
murderers even bothered to attend 
the sessions. At the end of the trial 
16 policemen were acquitted. 


DURING MAY DAY 1989, 
POLICE OPENED FIRE ON 
DEMONSTRATORS AND 
MEHMET AKIF DALCI WAS 
MASSACRED 


uring 1989 when 
democratic mass 
organisations were 


increasing in number and 
revolutionary-democratic struggle 
intensified, the oligarchy were 
intending to prevent the May Day 
demonstrations at all costs. 
Therefore in Istanbul they founded 
a «task force HQ» which consisted 
of the governor, the police chief and 
the commander of the gendarmerie 
regiment in the city. They declared 
that besides 18,000 police there 
would also be the same number of 
military personnel ready for action 
on May Day. Police attacked and 
opened fire on thousands of 
students, workers and civil servants 
who were marching towards the 
Taksim square. Dozens of people 
were wounded and one Devrimci 
Sol sympathiser, Mehmet Akif 
Dalci, was massacred. 

On May Day 1990, again police 
attacked the masses and this time 


Gulay Beceren was shot and left 
paralysed. 


THE 1990 UPSURGE OF 
DEVRIMCI SOL SHOOK THE 
OLIGARCHY 


is the year of 
Devrimci 
Sol’s 


upsurge. The continuous armed 
actions and punishments left the 
oligarchy and contra-guerrillas 
helpless. Their attacks on 
democratic institutions and 
relatives of militants led them 
nowhere. In order to overcome 
their impotence which was created 
by the failure to capture the fighters 
and affect the illegal organisations, 
and to neutralise the positive effect 
of the armed actions on the people, 
contra-guerrillas followed a more 
offensive policy, namely terrorism. 


PROFESSOR MUAMMER 
AKSOY IS MASSACRED 


n January 30, 1990, the 
police officer Kazim 
Cakmakci, who murdered 


Mehmet Akif Dalci on May Day 
1989, was executed by Devrimci Sol. 
The punishment action had a 
positive effect on the revolutionary 
democratic people, while the police 
suffered a setback. Right after the 
execution, contra-guerrillas 
massacred Prof Muammer Aksoy. 
Various comments, speculations 
and discussions followed. In this 
way they were trying to cover up the 
execution of Kazim Cakmakci. 

Prof Muammer Aksoy became 
the first intellectual who was 
massacred after September 12, 
1980. But he was not the last. 
Within a couple of months after this 
first massacre, Cetin Emec 
(journalist), Turan Dursun (author, 
researcher) and Bahriye Ucok (MP) 


followed. The aim was to neutralise 
the positive moral effect of 
revolutionary armed actions by 
using these contra actions and the 
demagogy of terror. The method 
was not different from the pre- 
September 12, 1980 period when a 
series of massacres was organised 
by targeting intellectuals, authors, 
journalists, teachers... etc. Abdi 
Ipekci was the first example. 


JULY 12 1990, GULAY ARICI 
AND ALPER ERSOY WERE 
MASSACRED 


olice raided a house in the 
Piss district of Istanbul and 

massacred Gulay Arici and 
Alper Ersoy. They were TKP-B 
militants. The TKP-B came from the 
revisionist TKP (Communist Party of 
Turkey) tradition. But in 1990 they 
accepted the strategy of armed 
struggle and started to form military 
units. Gulay Arici and Alper Ersoy 
were in this struggle. But the police 
initiated a destruction operation 
before the TKP-B started armed 
actions. The aim was to intimidate 
and send messages to both the TKP-B 
and any others having the intention of 
starting an armed struggle, and show 
that it is not an easy task and needs 
willingness to pay a heavy price. 


BIRTAN ALTUNBAS WAS 
MASSACRED IN ANKARA DAL 
(1) 


irtan Altunbas was a DEV- 
B GENC (Revolutionary Youth) 

member and was arrested at 
the main entrance of Hacettepe 


University, Beytepe Campus. He lost 
consciousness as a result of the 


intensified torture in the DAL at 
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Ankara police headquarters and was 
taken to Gulhane Military Medical 
Academy on January 16th, 1991. The 
police said he was ill. Birtan 
Altunbas was martyred as soon as 
he was registered there. In the 
autopsy report death was declared 
as due to «natural causes». His death 
was announced by police on 
January 22nd (six days later). 
Without a doubt , Birtan was not the 
only revolutionary who was 
massacred under torture but from 
then on similar massacres occurred 
more often. The contra-guerrilla 
mobsters were acting in a more 
unrestrained manner and the 
number of deaths in detention 
increased dramatically. Somehow 
there was no authority to justify 
these deaths. The autopsy reports 
were prepared according to the 
police statements and the causes of 
death were either «suicide» or 
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«accidental» 

The policy of the contra-guerrilla 
of destroying revolutionaries started 
to be applied in torture centres as 
well. For instance; right after Birtan, 
on February 13, 1991, in 
Okmeydani/Istanbul, the Devrimci 
Sol supporter Ali Riza Agdogan was 
arrested by police who said he had 
been visiting the shop owners as 
part of a «closing shutters action». 
(2) . When he resisted under torture, 
he was pushed from the third floor 
of Beyoglu police HQ. According to 
police, he «committed suicide». 

And on March 2, 1991, Imran 
Aydin was massacred by torture, 
again in Ankara DAL. The police 
chief's statement was: «He was 
escaping, tripped and fell ina 
ditch.» In the forensic report on the 
other hand, it was written up as 
«death from natural causes as a 
result of bleeding from the 
pancreas». 


CONTRA-GUERRILLA CHIEF 
MEHMET AGAR 

BECOMES ISTANBUL POLICE 
CHIEF 


was very active. Besides the anti- 

imperialist mass demonstrations 
because of the Gulf War, the military 
actions of Devrimci Sol also 
intensified. Right after the 
execution-punishment of Hiram 
Abas (one of the contra-guerrilla 
chiefs) by Devrimci Sol, on October 
1990 Mehmet Agar was 
commissioned to become Istanbul 
police chief. 

After his appearance in Istanbul 

torture, massacres and contra 
methods were more widely used. 


[== during summer 1990 


(1) Police torture centre. The place was 
officially called the Intensified Research 
Laboratory! 

(2) Participation of shop owners in a 
protest by closing their shops for a certain 
amount of time. 
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for a balance sheet 


- to be drawn up - 


very war has turning points. 
Sometimes they are ideological 
and political turning points, 
sometimes military. The PKK 
(Kurdistan Workers’ Party), 
whose roots go back 76 or 77 
years, and which achieved its current 
existence through the upsurge of 
August 15,1984, has reached such a 
turning point in every respect. 

Also, it does not have many 
choices. 

Should Kurdistan in Turkey have 
the same status as one of Germany’s 
federal Lander, or be like Chechnya? 

Should the PKK be like the PLO, 
IRA, ELN, FSLN or similar 
organisations which it has always seen 
as examples to emulate, and from 
whom it can see how they reached 
agreements and concluded peace? 

Should the armed struggle, which 
has resulted in thousands of martyrs 
end up like it did in South Africa or 
Congo, where there has not been a 
real change? 

Or will the current politics, which 
cannot achieve any other results, be 
abandoned, will there be a reckoning 
with nationalism, and will a 
revolutionary line, a revolutionary 
solution be adopted? 

This is the choice for the PKK, 
which has waged a fight for years with 
both negative and positive aspects, it 
is a choice with regard to the fate of 
Kurdistan in Turkey, and the thousands 
of martyrs. 

The trend towards peace and 
conciliation with the oligarchy and 
imperialism is a strong one in the 
current politics of the PKK. But the 
process has not yet been concluded. 
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ON KURDISH NATIONALISM 


The liberation struggle of the Kurdish 
people contains other dynamics within it. 

In the 1990s up to the present, the 
PKK pursued policies in which 
concepts and universal theses became 
mixed up in Kurdish national 
publications, and one military and 
political dilemma was experienced 
after another. But the PKK virtually 
flees from facing up to this reality, or 
even discussing it. This naturally leads 
to a lack of clarity even in their theses 
on the «current situation». Connected 
with the situation of the struggle today, 
one can encounter statements one day 
that it is «a life-and-death struggle», 
and the same day it is announced that 
this year is «the year of victory» and 
that a solution is very close. 

The propaganda and analyses 
which aim to hide the dilemmas and 
dead ends have naturally taken the 
form of exaggeration and playing 
around with the facts. However the 
PKK chooses to describe its situation, 
the reasons for the problems and 
dilemmas are neither the increasing 
attacks of the oligarchy, nor Barzani 
(note: a Kurdish leader in Iraq), nor the 
betrayal by Semdin (note: Semdin 
Sakik, a former PKK leader who 
defected to Turkey). 

The actual source of the current 
dilemma in the national movement is 
the PKK itself, its nationalist 
ideology and its pragmatism. But the 
PKK is far from seeing and recognising 
this. While «diplomatic successes» are 
held up as a proof of the development 
and success of the national movement, 
an attempt is made to resolve the 
dilemma with the theory of «belonging 
to Turkey», a theory based on 


pragmatism. If with such a pragmatic 
approach they try to find a solution to 
problems, they may obtain temporary 
relief, but their avoiding a real solution 
will confront the national movement 
with even bigger dilemmas in the 
future. The Kurdish nationalists and 
the masses supporting the national 
movement will be confronted with 
grave disappointment. Perhaps the 
PKK will not even have that much of a 
future and will be one of those forces, 
of which there have been several 
examples recently, which conclude 
peace and are then eliminated from 
the political arena. 

So the choice being faced is as 
important as life itself and in reality, in 
the revolutionary sense it is indeed a 
choice between life and death. For such 
a choice to crystallise in the interests of 
the peoples is only possible, if above all 
the aim of achieving power is re- 
established through detailed discussion 
starting with the basics, and everything 
which gives rise to lack of clarity or 
distortion is rejected. 


WILL WE START 
AGAIN FROM THE 
BEGINNING? 


What kind of politics? What 
conception of tactics? 

What is imperialism? Who are the 
ruling classes? 

What is the solution? What is the 
aim? 

What is the connection between 
theory and practice? 

In the theory and practice of the 
PKK all these things have become 


open to question. The bourgeois 
content and revolutionary content of 
concepts have become intermingled. 

In the PKK, day-to-day politics are 
fundamental. So what was said 
yesterday is forgotten today and they 
want it to be forgotten. That brings 
about a critical situation in which every 
kind of discussion and ideological 
struggle is obstructed, and this is even 
worse than the confusion of concepts. 
Everything is formed through analyses 
and attitudes which are called 
«tactics». The strategies which they 
claim still exist go in another direction, 
while the tactics are something else 
yet again which have become elevated 
into their principal line. 

What they understand by a 
«solution», which has become the 
main factor in the politics of the 
Kurdish national movement, is 
deliberately not concretised, and 
dozens of definitions of a solution can 
be found, depending on the identity of 
the partner with whom a solution is to 
be achieved. 

Now it is no longer possible to find 
A Clear definition of friends and 
enemies. While this or that declaration 
by the enemy will be smothered in 
praises, a contemptuous attitude can 
be adopted towards the 
revolutionaries. 

When everything is so confused, 
whether it is about solutions or peace, 
the monopoly bourgeoisie or 
imperialism, and the class character 
has been made so unclear, it is 
necessary to discuss everything again 
right from the beginning. 


WHAT IS 
IMPERIALISM AND 
WHAT DOES IT WANT? 


Sometimes theories are 
developed about US imperialism, 
sometimes about European 
imperialism, and it is said that they 
will force the oligarchy in Turkey to 
accept a solution. Apart from the fact 
that European and US imperialism 
could not conceive of a «solution» that 
is not in their own interests, any 
attempt these countries have made to 
come up with a solution has been so 
well concealed as to be invisible. 

The theories of the PKK fail to fit 


any of the known truths, universal and 
current, about imperialism. They are 
describing to us an imperialism that is 
almost completely different from the 
one we know. Their definition of 
imperialism is far removed from Lenin’s 
definition of it. Theirs is an imperialism 
that wants to come up with a 
«solution» to the problems of the 
peoples. A defender of human rights 
whose diplomacy is very highly prized. 
In reality, we know what confronts us. 
It is the imperialism of the New World 
Order which ascribes to itself the role 
of «peacekeeper». In conditions in 
which it is no longer confronted with 
the socialist system, it tries to 
appropriate concepts like democracy, 
freedom, human rights, which are 
actually the result of the struggles by 
the peoples, and unfortunately this 
propaganda and its pressures have 
influenced certain circles. In reality 
everything is very simple. Why should 
imperialism love us? Why should it 
wish our peoples well-being and 
happiness? Yes, it is very simple. If 
you serve its interests, it gives you 
what you want and will start to love 
you. If it started to love us we would 
begin to have doubts about ourselves. 

We will not repeat what has been 
said and written up to the present 
concerning the USA and European 
imperialism. It is enough to look at the 
latest example. With reference to a 
session of the Council of Europe which 
discussed the Kurdish question at the 
end of June, PKK General Secretary 
Abdullah Ocalan said just prior to it: 
«We are ready to comply with all 
resolutions by the Council of 
Europe.» 

But the resolution by the Council of 
Europe did not live up to the 
expectations of Kurdish nationalists. In 
particular, it did not accept the 
legitimacy of the PKK and its struggle 
and reduced it to the level of a terrorist 
organisation. 

So are they ready to comply with 
this resolution? 

They cannot, because to comply 
with this resolution means to deny their 
own existence. 

So, why is the PKK confronted with 
such dilemmas by its own statements? 

The answer to this question is their 
lack of clarity about imperialism. 

No revolutionary organisation can 
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say that it is ready to follow the 
decisions of imperialism. 

One could say that this is merely 
an example of tactics being employed. 
But no politics or tactics can lead 
revolutionaries into confronting 
dilemmas, or introduce lack of clarity 
into their struggle. If that is what 
happens, then these politics, these 
tactics contain a grave error. 

The Council of Europe’s resolution 
meant that Kurdish nationalist circles 
encountered yet another 
disappointment. Then they began to 
say that Europe was not so important, 
that it moves and will move only in 
accordance with its own interests and 
its ties with the Republic of Turkey. So 
was all this discovered through an 
experiment? Should one be compelled 
to start again from scratch? Have 
imperialism and capitalism been 
rediscovered? There can be no 
experiments with Marxism-Leninism. 
What is needed is not rediscovering 
everything but instead basing oneself 
on the fundamentals of Marxism- 
Leninism. 

If this is not done, these reactions 
against imperialism will only be 
temporary. Every so often, when their 
hopes are not fulfilled, the PKK will 
make revolutionary turns. After that 
they will go back where they started 
and fire off letters to the capital cities 
of the European imperialist states. 

We reject such a policy. Imperialism 
has not changed its essence at all. We 
see it as improbable that imperialism 
will actually take a positive decision on 
the fates of the peoples.We will even 
be suspicious of the most progressive 
decisions imperialism makes for the 
peoples. 

The error has its origins in the 
nationalist mentality. 

What is imperialism? Is it not 
imperialism which has exploited 
Kurdistan for years? 

There is no imperialism in the world 
other than the one which exploits the 
peoples of the world and is responsible 
for all oppression. 

Yes, «the Kurdish question» has 
become a question of world 
importance. But how? Almost all 
imperialists and various states have 
made calculations on how to exploit it. 
When they say they know how to 
make use of such calculations, they 
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must also know that they cannot avoid 
becoming a part of them. If one does 
not correctly understand what 
imperialism is and why it does what it 
does, day-to-day disappointments are 
inevitable. If it is said that the «the 
Kurdish question is on the world’s 
agenda» and it is then incorrectly 
assessed, they will go from one error 
to another on a daily basis while the 
great big world outside still fails to 
come up with a solution.. 

It was said that a war in the region 
would give rise to the freedom of the 
Kurdish people. We have been through 
the Gulf aggression by US imperialism. 
Regional conflicts are caused by 
imperialists and directed to serve their 
interests. Not understanding that, 
having such a conception of what 
regional wars in the Middle East are 
about, and also having a positive view 
of the nationalist movements on the 
soil of the former USSR which were 
controlled by imperialism, all mean that 
a correct analysis of imperialism’s New 
World Order has not been made. 

If the impossible is expected from 
imperialism, then one will be doomed 
to disappointment. One seeks historic 
justice from imperialism. But will 
imperialism create a just order? We 
say very clearly that imperialism will 
not resolve the «Kurdish question». 

If it does resolve it, it will not be in 
the interest of the peoples. 


WHO ARE THE 
RULING CLASSES 
AND WHAT ARE THEY 
DOING? 


The Kurdish nationalists are so 
preoccupied with «tactics» and 
bourgeois political developments that 
they even build theoretical concepts 
upon what the «civil and military» parts 
of the oligarchy will do, and in a few 
months or even a few weeks these are 
altered. But the viewpoints of 
imperialism and the oligarchy in Turkey 
do not undergo anything like as many 
changes. Conceptions and theories 
about these changes, which are not 
independent of the demagogic and 
propagandist declarations by this or 
that section of the ruling classes, are 
held to be extremely important, not 


30 


least in raising hopes of peace. 

Since the strategy and aim of 
achieving people’s power remains 
shrouded in fog, everything is 
formulated according to artificial hopes, 
on propaganda that is constantly about 
final stages, «the solution» being 
inevitable and the end being within 
reach... Current policy has always 
been formulated like this: Ozal will 
solve the Kurdish question, then Mesut 
(note: Turgut Ozal and Mesut Yilmaz 
are respectively former and current 
prime ministers of Turkey) will solve it, 
TUSIAD (the employers’ and business 
confederation in Turkey) will solve it, 
the MGK (National Security Council) 
will solve it... later? 

These are dead ends. This is clear 
from all the policies formulated on their 
basis. That they are dead ends arises 
from the contradiction that a solution is 
expected from the ruling classes. It is 
the ruling classes’ affair to offer a 
«solution» to the Kurdish people, a 
«federation» based on a compromise 
with the ruling classes and which is 
controlled by the oligarchy. This was 
Ozal’s interpretation of a federation. A 
federation dominated by the oligarchy 
cannot be accepted by a national 
liberation movement. That corresponds 
neither to the struggle nor to the 
liberation of the Kurdish people. No 
ruling class gives power to the people 
voluntarily, or shares it with them. To 
think they can means denying the 
reality of classes, and the bourgeoisie 
are not seen as a class but as «good 
people» or «bad people». 

So, who is a friend and who is an 
enemy? Can this be made unclear in 
day-to-day political practice? How can 
policies be employed as tactics which 
dull the consciousness of the people 
and obscure the goal of revolution? If 
tactics are pushed forward by means 
of bourgeois politics, then where do 
the bourgeois politics end and the 
revolutionary politics begin? Nobody 
engages in bourgeois politics better 
than the bourgeoisie itself. Who knows 
how to carry out bourgeois 
manoeuvres better than a bourgeoisie 
which has hundreds of years of 
experience in it? 

The ruling classes are the ruling 
classes because they exploit the 
people. They are the ruling class 
because they do not scruple to uphold 


their exploitation by applying 
oppressive measures. Is imperialism 
stupid? Are the states in the Middle 
East which support the national 
movement stupid? If it is in their 
interests they will support it. What they 
will want in return will correspond to 
that. Their motto will be, prove 
yourselves. They will support some 
Kurds against other Kurds. Barzani will 
be supported in turning his guns on 
patriots among his own people. Others 
will kill Iranian Kurds or hand them 
over to the Pasdaran (note: Islamic 
Republic of Iran security militia). 

Relations with states in the region 
in which the ruling classes are in 
power are far removed from having a 
class-conscious viewpoint. Years ago, 
when Che was preparing for guerrilla 
warfare, he wrote as follows on the 
subject of waging war on another 
land’s soil: 

«You can never count on 
unconditional willingness to help 
you or be your ally on the part of a 
government on whose territory you 
are operating; one must always 
behave as though one is confronted 
with a hostile situation. Of course 
there are exceptions to this but they 
tend to prove the rule.» (Military 
Writings) 

To maintain their rule they will 
resort to any form of oppression and 
engage in any form of manoeuvre. 
There is no end to their manoeuvres. 
Because that is so, what they do is 
referred to as bourgeois politics. 
Whatever they do, one can be sure 
that in the end they will want to keep 
their exploitative system in place. 


WHAT IS OUR 
STRUGGLE AGAINST? 
AND FOR WHAT? 


Undoubtedly it was not purely a 
formality when the PKK removed the 
hammer and sickle from its emblem. 
This change was directly connected to 
its conception of the future. 

This was followed by various 
statements that were given 
prominence. For example, one of them 
was: «We are a movement of the 
human race». What is that supposed 
to mean? 

Such a definition confuses and 


generalises the class struggle, the 
struggle of the peoples, the struggle 
between the oppressed and the 
oppressors. Going a step further 
means rejecting the struggle 
altogether. 

At this point let us examine PKK 
practice: they do not touch on 
imperialism, they do not touch on the 
collaborationist monopoly bourgeoisie, 
they do not mention the major feudal 
landlords, so what is there left? The 
soldiers marching in the mountains. 
They only fight against them. And 
then? Then they start saying: «Nothing 
can be resolved by military means.» 
«Neither side can defeat the other 
through military means.» «There is no 
end to this business.» It is remarked 
that nothing can be achieved militarily. 
When the imperialists call them a 
«terrorist organisation», they reply in 
astonishment: «What interests of theirs 
have we harmed for them to call us 
terrorists?» 

This is not a new development. As 
has been noted many times before, 
since its foundation the PKK has not 

_opposed imperialism and has not 
attacked any of its bases in Kurdistan. 
The same goes for the powerful feudal 
landowners. Since the guerrilla war 
began in 1984, with the exception of 
attacks on village guards (note: 
Kurdish militia armed by the oligarchy 
in Turkey to fight the PKK), the PKK 
has not carried out armed actions 
against feudal landlords, nor has it set 
up a democratic peasants’ 
organisation. Remarkably, in the 
course of 15 years of guerrilla warfare 
there has never been an attempt by 
peasants to seize land. 

Revolutionary work must be both 
open and even. Who are we fighting 
against? If we come to power, will we 
not affect the interests of the feudalists 
and the bourgeoisie? 

As we said, what is the solution? 
What kind of federation? Which 
classes will supply a solution, and who 
will hold power? These questions have 
yet to be posed and concretised. 

What is the «freedom» possessed 
by a German Bundesland, or by 
Chechnya? How will it be formed? 
Concretise it and present it in a 
detailed form and explain it to the 
people. 

The discussion must end with this 


point being reached. 

We do not want to be a 
Bundesland in Germany, or Chechnya. 
Under capitalist and fascist conditions, 
we do not want to be a Bundesland or 
a language. We want the revolution. 


ALLIANCE FOR 
WHOM AND FOR 
WHAT? 


Removing revolutionary content from 
concepts and practice also applies to 
alliances. But the PKK wants everything 
to revolve around it and to be the one 
running the show. Whoever does not 
accept that is treated as an enemy. The 
PKK must stop that attitude. 

Egocenirism, pragmatism, contempt 
are the standard behaviour of the PKK 
towards the left in Turkey. It constantly 
criticises and despises the left. 
Alliances against the oligarchy were not 
what they should have been but that 
cannot be explained by saying that 
«the Turkish left is such and such». 

The PKK constanily says to the left, 
«We have done this, what have you 
done?» But an appropriate balance 
sheet cannot be drawn up in such a 
way. What have you done? Is it simply 
about being a force of a certain size? 

The upsurge of 1984 proved that 
the guerrilla movement can develop. 
These are positive things. But let us 
look at the point we are at. The policies 
advanced at present can also be seen 
as proof that guerrilla warfare is not a 
solution. In a balance sheet of «what 
have we done and what not?» politics 
and political results are fundamental. In 
Congo, Eritrea and Ethiopia, there were 
revolutions. Strong guerrilla forces 
came to power. Then what happened? 
What has changed in the interests of 
the people? Have the peoples of the 
world gained new positions in the 
struggle against imperialism? It is clear 
this is not the case. So the triumphalist 
question «We have done everything. 
What have you done?» is false. The 
PKK should be asking, «What are we 
doing and where are we going?» 

The reality is that they did not want 
the left in Turkey to gain strength. 
Without exception the PKK saw all 
actions, all developments apart from its 
own as obstacles to its development. 
Those who want a concrete example 
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of this can look at the Ps attitude to 
us, especially from the period of our 
upsurge in the 1990s onward. At first 
the PKK claimed our actions as its 
own. Later it tried to condemn them 
from the outside. But objectively, we 
were in this period the only force which 
gave the Kurdish national movement 
armed support. But they preferred to 
smear these actions. The reason was 
their belief that if others went forward 
they would lose ground. This is of 
course the result of ideological 
weakness. And in reference to the 
claims about who did things and who 
did not, the left in Turkey also has 
questions to address to the PKK. 
When others died, what did you do? 
On July 12, on April 17 (note: dates 
when large numbers of Devrimci Sol 
people were killed by the oligarchy), 
what did you do? Quite apart from not 
doing anything about it, you did not 
want to even know about it. This 
results from the normal attitude to 
things lying outside the Kurdish 
nationalist sphere of interests. 
Everything has to orbit around them. 

The answer to the question what 
you did on July 12 and April 17 cannot 
be «we keep on fighting». Everyone 
fights according to his own 
perspective. We say we find this false 
for these reasons but we support the 
fight anyway, and have done so. Now, 
what things have the left in Turkey and 
the revolutionary movement done 
which the PKK has supported up to 
now? Has it shown responsibility to 
others? Is there an action, a 
development which the PKK approved 
of and gave concrete support to? The 
answer is, no. 

In this respect the PKK neither 
talks about today nor about yesterday. 
We do not hold the view of «let’s 
ignore yesterday, let’s talk about 
today.» For example, though years 
have passed we still want to continue 
talking about the armed clashes 
between left groups (note: a feature of 
the late 1970s, before the September 
12, 1980 military coup: the PKK was 
among the organisations involved, and 
it took part in bloody gun battles, 
especially with rival Kurdish nationalist 
groups). The PKK cannot ignore 
history by hiding behind its strength 
and its martyrs. These facts will be 
discussed. The period of insults and 
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threats is past. 

First of all they quarreled bitterly 
with almost the whole of the left, 
claiming that «the left is an obstacle». 
Did this logic disappear on the morning 
of September 12? Because nothing 
special has happened since does not 
mean that this logic is no longer 
present. 

The PKK killing of four members of 
the TDKP (note: Revolutionary 
Communist Party of Turkey; the 
incident happened in Dersim, 
Kurdistan in 1993) shows that this logic 
has not disappeared. 

When subjects like the armed 
clashes on the left before September 
12 are brought up, the routine reply of 
the PKK is the following: «What was 
the result of it? Doesn’t the result show 
who was right?» 

Ideological questions cannot be 
examined in that way. That would 
mean «might is right», and is not 
scientific at all. Under certain 
conditions a movement can be strong, 
and then what? In what direction is this 
strength going? Yes, we are asking, 
«What next?» 

The point that has been reached is 
the ideological impasse of the PKK, 
from the past up to the present. These 
dilemmas which were not visible in the 
period when the war was developing, 
began to become obvious in its politics 
in the 1990s and started to bedevil the 
PKK. 

The predictions which from 
yesterday to today have not been 
realised, the false political analyses 
which followed one after the other, told 
a story of an inconsistent and in the 
ideological sense politically weak 
conception. 


PRAGMATISM IN 
UNIFICATION AND IN 
ALLIANCES 


When the point had been been 
reached when they could not foist their 
intentions on us, the PKK, which not 
so long ago signed a joint protocol with 
us, came up with an alliance in which 
there was no room for us, and they 
brought this about by means of various 
manoeuvres. We must describe here 
what became of the joint protocol. The 
developments will also serve to form a 
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picture of the PKK. 

What can be seen from the 
foundation of the DBG (Revolutionary 
United Forces) is an openly hostile 
mentality and the behaviour that goes 
with that. We know the reason for this 
behaviour. We know the PKK very well. 
As has been seen and proved many 
times, the PKK does not want forces to 
develop other than itself. Either they 
will rotate around the axis of the PKK 
or, if they do not accept that, they will 
be called auxiliary forces in the special 
war (note: by the oligarchy in Turkey) 
or even simply part of the special war. 
When we signed a protocol with the 
PKK we already knew the PKK’s 
characteristic behaviour with regard to 
alliances. In this sense it was clear that 
they probably would not abide by the 
decisions in the protocol. But they were 
the ones who particularly wanted the 
protocol. At that point there was a 
historical and political advantage to be 
gained from signing a protocol with us. 
However, there was also a slight 
possibility that the PKK might 
understand its own dilemma caused by 
looking for a political solution and turn 
to a revolutionary path. We needed to 
give this possibility a chance. But 
before long it was clear that this was 
not the case. Nevertheless, we made 
an effort. Not just in the areas and 
regions but at all levels we entered into 
discussions. But we did not get 
anywhere because we would not be an 
instrument of a political solution or the 
peace policy. For their part, they 
almost behaved as though no protocol 
had been signed. So, if they needed 
you, you were to turn in their direction 
but they would never take part in a joint 
action. We signed the protocol in full 
awareness of all these things. For us 
there was nothing to lose. If something 
developed in that direction, steps would 
be taken to build up the Front. If 
nothing developed, then the negative 
experiences - which are well known to 
the left, it was tried and did not work 
out - would form another link in a chain. 
We took the risk. We stand for sincerity 
and purity in revolutionary relations. If 
the reverse is the case, everything is 
politicking and tactics and thus lack of 
principle and pragmatism are dominant, 
and then being a revolutionary loses all 
sense and just becomes political 
chicanery. It is easy to think that way, 


but that is to sully our revolutionary 
essence. So we do not engage in this 
kind of politicking and tactics. Today, in 
the name of politics and tactics, the 
PKK has practised the crudest 
pragmatism and regrettably has made 
this dominant on the left. 
Organisational independence and 
organisational personality can never be 
surrendered. They took another look at 
us and saw a movement that could not 
be made to orbit around them. We can 
say that the PKK has concluded 
dozens of protocols, both in Iraq and 
Turkey. All these protocols were 
unilaterally dissolved by the PKK. What 
is conspicuous is that up to now, 
nobody apart from us has stated 
openly that the PKK destroyed these 
protocols. Since the PKK sees itself as 
a commanding force, master of alll it 
surveys and answerable to no-one, our 
frankness called forth all the 
intolerance it could muster. 

They have been intolerant, 
because despite their armed strength 
and mass basis they are politically 
weak. They do not want their people to 
read a journal other than theirs. 
Thousands of people are left to live in 
an exaggerated and dream-like world. 
For this reason they banned the words 
and notices of the Party-Front. But 
people cannot be left in a dream-like 
world forever. With reformism and 
pragmatism they can only go so far. In 
Latin America, Africa, Asia, many 
movements that developed like that 
have since disappeared. We are 
conscious of this, we are Marxist- 
Leninist and will guard our sincerity. 

Today, as nearly everyone can see, 
the PKK does not want a revolution in 
either Kurdistan or Turkey, but through 
the agency of imperialism and inside 
capitalism it wants to conclude peace 
like the IRA did, or movements in Latin 
America. The PKK tried to drag us 
behind the politics that at the 
international level they expect of 
everyone under their control, their 
propaganda is that either a political 
solution is found or they will strike 
even harder blows. 

We would not be an instrument in 
this, so inevitably we are seen as 
enemies. That is the way it goes with 
pragmatism and nationalism. 
Doubtless the mission expected of the 
DBG is of the same kind. Whatever 


they say, members of the alliance are 
the instruments of this politics. Notice 
that they do not talk any more of 
revolution. They even said openly on 
MED TV: «Why couldn't the old TIP 
have created these United Forces?» 
(Note: TIP or the Workers’ Party of 
Turkey, now defunct, was a significant 
force on the left in Turkey in the 1960s 
and to a lesser extent the 1970s. 
Strongly influenced by Soviet 
revisionism, it was left-reformist, 
favoured the electoral road and was 
hostile to the armed struggle.) 

Today the ODP (Freedom and 
Solidarity Party) is up to the same 
things. One force (note: the PKK) 
arose on the basis of guerrilla struggle, 
the other (note: ODP) is based on the 
rejection of the armed struggle and 
illegal organisation and has founded a 
legal party: yet both are saying the 
same thing! That is an outstanding 
example of how having weapons and 
guerrillas means nothing in itself. 


THE SWAMP OF 
DAY-TO-DAY POLITICS 
AND TACTICS 


In the Kurdish national movement, 
in which everything is based on 
«tactics», theories of pragmatism 
have become an essential constituent 
of politics, directing all relations and 
attitudes. 

«We know the Kemalists very well. 
We have specialised in talking politics 
in their language while carrying on the 
war. Bringing these people around 
shows considerable creativity.» (Ali 
Firat, Ozgur Halk journal, March 15, 
1997, page 74) 

Wat is the language the Kemalists 
use? Nationalism and pragmatism, 
using everything to achieve their goal. 
Bourgeois politics in other words. 
According to Abdullah Ocalan, Mustafa 
Kemal was «a good tactician and 
politician with regard to alliances.» (A. 
Ocalan, Serxwebun, July 1997, page 
187) 

Apart from the fact that it is false to 
conduct war with the enemy not 
through revolutionary politics but using 
the «language» of the enemy, using 
bourgeois politics in other words, if this 
is taken as a basis and a 
specialisation, it is also inevitable that 


this will have a bearing on all relations 
and behavioural patterns, and these 
will not be used against the enemy 
alone. This is revealed by relations with 
friendly forces, attitudes to alliances 
and the way the war is conducted. 

For example, today, after the 
collapse of the USSR and the 
destruction of socialism, when they 
say, «lf we had taken a position 
against revisionism, they would not 
have allowed us to live,» what is that 
supposed to mean? They mean «we 
were actually against the Soviet Union, 
but in order to live and have a secure 
place, we did not say at the time that 
we were against them.» If that is not 
pragmatism derived from Kemalism, 
what is? This logic means that with the 
desiruction of revisionism, they will 
naturally look for another secure place. 
So they are not against imperialism but 
rather they will expect a «solution» 
from it. 

lf revolutionary sincerity is lost, 
what is the revolution? If being a 
revolutionary means imitating the 
bourgeoisie, why make the revolution? 

See how the struggle against the 
enemy is conducted with the language 
of Kemalism. 

«Scaring the Kemalists more can 
lead to even harsher breaches in 
politics. They want to bring this social 
layer into a favourable position by using 
moderate methods... Even in the ‘ 
guerrilla war conducted by us... We call 
that leading them to a limited extent. 
What is that? After we accustom them 
to the guerrillas, we can accustom 
them to a moderate, pro-popular style 
of politics. Making the Kemalist army 
accustomed to the guerrillas is an 
unbelievable development. Especially 
its pro-people character. Then we can 
see how they are going the way we 
want. They will also talk to us, even 
very politely.» (Ali Firat, Özgür Halk, 
March 16, 1998, page 14) 

What does that mean? You do not 
aim at revolution and power, you do 
not expand the scope of the war so 
that the Kemalists are not scared or 
feel endangered, and do not attack you 
any more. 

While they get accustomed to the 
guerrillas and the pro-popular policy, 
you will prepare, and then you will 
suddenly strike. «M. Kemal did it like 
that. At the start he did nothing 


DEVRIMCI SOL 


serious, and then he would suddenly 
strike.» (ibid.) 

Of course, in the meantime if some 
people do stand up and begin to 
punish the generals and the monopoly 
bourgeoisie and frighten the Kemalists, 
then you will also be against them. 

But in fact how much have the 
Kemalists really become accustomed 
to the guerrillas and the pro-popular 
policy, after all these years? Is the 
army swarming into Kurdistan in its 
hundreds of thousands to become 
accustomed to the guerrillas? Is that 
why they are conducting a war of 
annihilation and have even occupied 
northern Iraq? Is it because of their 
being so accustomed to the pro- 
popular policy that they do not even 
want to give HADEP (note: People’s 
Democracy Party, a pro-Kurdish party 
which is legal but still subject to state 
repression) the right to exist? 

Of course it is a result created by 
the armed struggle that some 
democratic rights are enjoyed, even if 
to a very limited degree, and a path 
has been smoothed for the reformist 
left. But apart from that, to imagine that 
the Kemalists are growing accustomed 
to the guerrillas and the pro-popular 
policy and will change, or, as someone 
said later, become more «progressive» 
means that the reality of Kemalism, the 
army and fascism have not been 
understood at all. What kind of 
«socialists» want the Kemalist army to 
become used to them? Why do they 
not see that the real socialists and 
revolutionaries are constantly 
murdered and made to disappear, and 
thousands have been tortured and 
imprisoned? Everything they want to 
condemn is attributed to «Kemalism». 
When besides that they make 
statements like the ones cited above, 
the importance of questioning them 
becomes clear. 

Of course, if the question is looked 
at from the viewpoint of pragmatic 
nationalism and not Marxism-Leninism, 
the results expected from 
developments among the ruling classes 
will be very varied. For example, they 
are now expecting a Lebed to emerge 
from the ranks of the military. (Note: 
Lebed is a Russian general who played 
a role in settling the conflict in Moldova 
and is now prominent in domestic 
politics in Russia.) 
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«Instead of a fascist putsch like the 
MHP are planning, they could prepare 
an experiment like Lebed. All forces in 
the world, even the USA would accept 
Lebed instead of Yeltsin. That is an 
open message to the Turkish military 
to ‘prepare your own Lebed’. 

«... On the basis of developing our 
own war in Kurdistan and belonging to 
Turkey, you will see heroes emerge 
from the Turkish military. They could 
quickly display leftist characteristics. 
They could solve the Kurdish question 
better than anyone else and the proof 
of this is in their hands.» (Ali Firat, 
Ozgiir Halk, March 15, 1997, page 74) 

Changes and renewal are expected 
from the military. How do they come to 
this conclusion? 

«To the extent that they have been 
opposed to us, they have also 
opposed the mafia bands. That is a 
sign that the Kemalists are renewing 
themselves. Even the report by 
TUSIAD tends in this direction. It 
would seem that the General Staff is 
preparing its own report saying it is 
against it, this in reality means that it is 
renewing the Kemalist party.» (ibid) 

In reality, nothing was renewed and 
nothing was changed. This was 
expressed a year later in Özgür Halk’s 
April 15, 1998 issue. «The mafia bands, 
apart from those of their henchmen who 
have been unmasked, are again being 
directed, used and nurtured by all the 
organs of this state...» How greatly 
this differs from what was said a 
year before. Renewal inside the 
military, the TUSIAD report, Lebed, all 
that has disappeared into a vacuum. 
All the analyses and remarks made a 
year ago are bankrupt. But how was 
the mistake made in the first place of 
having such expectations? There is no 
answer to this question and no balance 
sheet is presented. 

It is clear how false analyses have 
come about. But nobody is preoccupied 
with them. Whatever was said and 
whoever was listening is as though 
forgotten. Every day there is something 
new. A new formula for a solution, a 
new bourgeois politician seen as a 
partner for achieving it. Everything 
disappears into a vacuum and they are 
doomed to that in the future. 

In this situation where are the 
politics and where are the tactics? 
Dragging the people along behind 
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false hopes and analyses? All this 
must be discussed. 


DO WE WANT THE 
DREAM OF VICTORY 
OR VICTORY ITSELF? 


The end which is never reached, 
the liberated zones which are never 
set up, the wartime governments which 
are never formed on the soil of 
Kurdistan... 

On the one hand they are not 
achieved because of a false 
conception of people’s war. On the 
other hand the question also arises 
how much they want to achieve these 
goals. Because on the one hand they 
talk of formulating tactics based on 
contradictions in bourgeois forces, 
whether through suggesting a 
«solution» to them or forcing one on 
them. The Susurluk accident happened 
and much of the contra-guerrilla state’s 
dirty linen was washed in public, but 
the PKK still pins hopes on the MGK 
and the leaders of the bourgeois 
parties. The PKK is far from arriving at 
a proper analysis of the function of the 
state and its institutions. 

Expectations in the government are 
disappointed and then invested in the 
MGK. Then the military are said to 
want a solution but the civilians are 
hindering it. The «theses» of Aydinlik 
(note: a supposedly leftist journal 
which has betrayed revolutionaries to 
the authorities and is often used by the 
state to «leak» its documents: Aydinlik 
claims that the military will be the 
source of Turkey’s revolution) and 
Yalcin Kücük are turned by the PKK 
into tactics, politics and the search for 
a solution from the military. 

Nothing comes from the military, 
but they keep trying, continuing to 
place exaggerated hopes in them. 

«In two to three months things will 
change in Turkey.» 

Two to three months go by and 
nothing changes. But again nobody 
asks how a false analysis came about. 
The matter will be settled by Europe 
anyway. This is where the centre of 
gravity of current propaganda lies. 

«The Republic of Turkey was 
isolated in Europe, the Middle East 
and even the whole world.» 

Real attempts are being made to 


isolate it. That is a different matter. But 
Turkey is not isolated. It occupies 
northern Iraq, bombs and shells to its 
heart’s content, burns and tears 
everything down, and who has raised 
their voice to object or taken a practical 
stand against it? It tortures people and 
makes them disappear, and who 
protests? Contra-guerrilla chiefs Army 
Commander Cevik Bir and Chief of the 
General Staff Hakki Karadayi are very 
well received in Europe and the USA. 
The USA even gave one of them a 
medal for services to imperialism. Will 
they have problems with arms 
deliveries, technology, exchange of 
information and experience, because 
they have massacred people or 
annihilated guerrillas? No, they always 
get what they want. It is self-deception, 
a product of dreams when conclusions 
are drawn that because of apparent 
criticisms of Turkey by imperialism, 
because of pressure from their own 
public opinion over human rights 
matters or because of contradictions 
between imperialist states or trade 
difficulties, that this means Turkey is 
isolated. Imperialism will not risk its 
loyal ally Turkey to «solve» the Kurdish 
question, it will not give priority to the 
Kurds. Why should it do that? Will the 
Kurds offer imperialism even more? If 
that is the case, will the Kurds accept a 
«solution» which says that instead of 
Turkey imperialism should oppress us? 

If trust had been placed in the 
peoples of Turkey, if they had relied on 
revolution, these mistakes, these 
inconsistencies would not have taken 
place. 

Yes, there is no alternative, the 
PKK must draw up a balance sheet 
and examine its own ideology. It can 
no longer escape by labelling every 
criticism of it «Kemalism». 

Now is the time. 

There is no escaping it. Without 
rejecting everything learned from 
nationalism, without rejecting the 
mentality behind actions, the view of 
alliances and the distorted pragmatism 
which attracts it to imperialism and 
exploitative states in the region, it can 
never find the way to clarity on the 
road to liberating the Kurdish people; 
they will keep on stumbling down a 
road in which everything changes from 
day to day and everything is shrouded 
in chaos and semi-darkness. 
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COLLECTIVE ACTION, EDUCATION AND ADMINISTRATION 
We continue to stand 
for collectivism 


or a revolutionary, the nature 
of revolutionary struggle 
means a rejection of individu- 
alism. Only collectivism is 
appropriate for a revolutionary. 
Collectivism should dominate 
our lives in every aspect: from 
what we eat and drink and the 
way we dress to sharing our 
thoughts and feelings, from 
our daily relations to organisa- 
tional conduct. We ought to be 
able to share. If there is a prob- 
lem, we must share its solu- 
tion. Whether there is sorrow 
or excitement, or if something 
needs to be done, or if there is 
an action to be carried out, or 
if we are going to have fun - 
whatever it is we must share 
everything. This is what we 
call a revolutionary state of 
affairs. 


But sometimes we seem to 
interfere with the nature of 
being a revolutionary, and 
challenge the ABCs of revolu- 
tionary activity, by clinging to 
individualism in various of 
ways. 


The achievement of collec- 
tivism in organisational con- 
duct is a priority and is stands 
out among the different forms 
of sharing. Because the collec- 
tivism which is made effective 
in organisational conduct and 
relations will also reflect upon 
all the other aspects of our 
lives and have a positive effect 
on them. Otherwise, organisa- 
tional conduct will be impeded 
and problems will get worse. 
Incompetence and problems 
will prevent the development 


of the revolutionary war. There 
will be greater numbers of 
people who are troubled or 
depressed. We must overcome 
these problems and prevent 
them from becoming obstacles 
to the development of our 
struggle. 


Collective Relations 
And Conduct Should 
Start From The Leaders 
And Committees. 


he leaders and commit- 
tees of the areas and 
units should share out 


and discuss everything proper- 
ly among themselves, and they 
should co-operate in their 
functions and be accountable 
to each other. Those who do 
not do so, or who do so ineffi- 
ciently, can neither educate 
their lower ranks nor establish 
the necessary discipline within 
them. This is where we need to 
begin. If it is necessary to 
analyse the situation, it should 
be done in a way that answers 
can be found to questions like 
«what was the nature of con- 
duct in the areas and units pre- 
viously?» and «what can we 
do about it?» By carrying out 
the necessary changes, proper 
structures should be construct- 
ed. Our cadres and leaders 
must not hesitate to examine 
their practices, their strong and 
weak points, and to place 
themselves and their practices 
under scrutiny. They will see 
the usefulness of it. 


The leaders who cannot find 


solutions to the problems and 
who believe that nothing can 
be done in time, and who over- 
look problems, will look for 
excuses outside. In fact, the 
organisation is nothing but 
themselves, the leading cadres 
in the areas and units. If they 
cannot see this, they will begin 
again to look outside for some 
idealised organisations. But 
there are no such organisa- 
tions. Those who are looking 
for such ideal organisations 
and who go around moaning 
about the deficiencies rather 
than trying to find solutions, 
are simply running away from 
the existing reality. They actu- 
ally want to make the revolu- 
tion by relying on outside 
forces. They do not see their 
own power. 


The way to see their own 
power is to elevate collec- 
tivism. When the collective 
mechanisms are in operation, 
there will be human beings 
who have a meaning, and there 
will be solutions which will 
prove that there is no problem 
that cannot be solved by the 
creativity of tens, maybe hun- 
dreds, of minds - cadres and 
masses. 


What Happens Where 
There Is No 
Collectivism? 

s an answer to this 
question, it will be 
appropriate to quote a 


couple of paragraphs from the 
booklet « Where are we along 
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e must see the 
power within our- 
selves to educate 
ordinary people. 
The question is in 
here. Our leaders and 
cadres who have responsi- 
bilities are openly or 
secretly looking for people 
who can easily talk about 
everything and understand 
the terminology rather than 
considering the facts men- 
tioned above. These kind of 
people are either not 
around or, one way or 
another, have remained 
behind the struggle and 
have no concern for fight- 
ing against the enemy. 


the path?» : 


«Where there is no collective debate 
and sharing out, the normal state of 
affairs is impotence in the production 
of ideology and politics. Not creating 
an active platform of political debate, 
which is one of the principal elements 
giving life to the organisation, also 
prevents the ability to find solutions to 
the problems we face. Of course, it 
will be very difficult to cite an exam- 
ple of vigorous political debate where 
there is no collective conduct, no habit 
of giving and receivingg regular 
reports, and no continuous flow of 
information from top to bottom or vice 
versa. 


As an answer to this question, it will 
be suitable to quote a couple of para- 
graphs from the booklet « Where are 
we along the path?» : 


«Where there is no collective debate 
and sharing out, it would be normal to 
be impotent in the production of ideol- 
ogy and politics. Not creating an 
active platform of political debate 
which is one of the principal elements 
giving life to the organisation, also 
prevented the ability to find solutions 
to the problems we face. Of course, it 
will be very difficult to mention a vig- 
orous political debate where there is 
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no collective conduct, no habit of giv- 
ing and taking regular reports and no 
continuous flow of information from 
top to bottom or vice versa. 


(...) A serious intensive situation 
occurred within the organisation about 
principal subjects such as: reading the 
publications of the organisation and 
debating them, creating new ideas to 
develop organisational work, being 
sensitive towards political develop- 
ments, debating, assessing and when 
necessary, writing about political sub- 
jects, enriching inter-organisational 
debates, showing interest in these 
debates and participating actively, etc. 


However, the enrichment of the pro- 
duction of ideology and politics in an 
organisation depends on keeping the 
activities of reading, debating and pro- 
ducing alive at every level and and in 
all units. Otherwise, lack of progress 
and making mistakes in every aspect, 
from the analysis of the targeted area 
to the understanding of the meaning of 
the mass movement, from recruitment 
to producing different political tactics, 
would be inevitable...» 


Meetings, Debates And 
Education Are The Material 
Basis Of Collectivism 


ocussing on our organisational 
Penne we must definitely 

gather our people together for 
debate, the presentation of perspec- 
tives, and education. Of course, this 
will not be done in the way that 
bureaucrats and opportunists do it. 
That is, doing nothing but organising 
and participating in meetings. But, 
when the agenda is full of practical 
activies and new developments occur; 
cancelling meetings and educational 
programmes will not be the first things 
to be done. If we have to, we should 
postpone these meetings rather than 
cancelling them for good - we must 
rearrange them and use every moment 
of these meetings to the full. 


When the committees are not func- 
tioning, the group and the administra- 
tive meetings, debates, assessments, 
the exchange of thoughts and the pro- 
duction of policies all come to a halt. 
In their place, we get mutual slander, 
gossip or some other problems that are 


nothing to do with the struggle. 
Conversely, if we always conduct the 
meetings thoroughly, and debate what 
we need to do and how, we will see 
that these basic and evryday problems 
will disappear eventually. The meet- 
ings of higher and lower committees, 
regional organisations and area coun- 
cils must be held regularly and their 
agendas should be appropriate. 


We should do away with the excuse 
that people are not participating 
enough. Before anything else, we must 
manage to attract cadres from all parts 
and all levels to the meetings, and 
convert each meeting into an educa- 
tional event and share everything out. 
When we succeed, we shall show our- 
selves our own power. This will show 
us how the impossible can become 
possible. 


Without Sharing Out 
Information, News And 
Perspectives, No Collectivism 
Can Be Achieved. 


ur leaders, cadres and all com- 
rades will think in a way that 
it will give them pain and 


headaches. Sometimes they will argue 
each other and will not accept each 
other’s thoughts. But, the truth will 
eventually come to surface. Whatever 
the problem may be, solutions will be 
found. 


However, this is not what is being 
done. Generally the approach towards 
problems is rushed and superficial. 
Problems are not debated in time and 
sufficiently among ourselves, so that 
some of our people are not aware of 
most of the developments. This is the 
consequence of the style which does 
not target a result. Consequently, if the 
leader of an area is not aware of a 
recent event or development, none of 
the cadres and supporters in the same 
area can know anything about it. 
Accordingly, this event (or develop- 
ment) can not be used as an education- 
al tool in that area and consequently, 
the necessary precautions about what 
needs to be done and what needs to be 
avoided, will not be taken on time and 
this will cause inconveniences. Lack 
of awareness and the failure to share 


out information mean that they are not 
feeling the excitement, happiness and 
responsibility of doing whatever needs 
to be done and the concern for pre- 
venting difficulties. In fact, a revolu- 
tionary, who feels this excitement, def- 
initely will create time to share devel- 
opments with his/her friends. 
Information and perspective are 
great powers. The cadres who act 
with the perspective of movement are 
open minded cadres who know what 
to do and how. Our leaders should 
know that, unless the minds of our 
people are clear, they will stumble. 
hesitate and the worst of all. be influ- 
enced by some others. After that. we 
will be in a situation where more 
effort needs to be spent to correct 
these influences. 


Collectivism Makes An 
Individual A «Power» 


ven if there is only one of us in 
E, given region or unit. we have 

to establish a network in a way 
that this friend of ours should know 
what to do. When an individual 
applies the right policies under the 
supervision of collective conduct and 
is persistent in educating people, in a 
short time, he/she will be more than 
one and will create his/her organisa- 
tional structure. The administration 
should primarily think of how to be 
organised step by step, how to educate 
our people and what to do. 


In areas where there is not a single 
cadre, we can even bring our support- 
ers into a position where they can eas- 
ily take responsibilities whenever it is 
necessary. Maybe they have not read 
even a single book. Those people who 
have not even read any book should 
be able to perform as the 
spokesmen/spokeswomen of the Front 
in those areas. This means that we 
must teach these people what to do 
under these circumstances. We must 
educate them subject by subject, as 
clearly and plainly as possible, by 
explaining in terms of «this is how to 
do it», «this is how you react», «this is 
what they are aiming at», «fascism is 
trying to do this», «we are doing this 
with this understanding», and when 
necessary through mechanical meth- 


ods and by drawing graphics. We must 
see the power within ourselves to edu- 
cate ordinary people. The question is 
in here. Our leaders and cadres who 
have responsibilities are openly or 
secretly looking for people who can 
easily talk about everything and 
understand the terminology rather than 


considering the facts mentioned above. 


These kind of people are either not 
around or, one way or another, have 
remained behind the struggle and have 
no concern for fighting against the 
enemy. Of course, these people should 
also be considered. But, mainly we 


should focus on the millions of people, 


youth, women, unemployed, labour, 
who are uneducated and were left out 
of knowledge. Without youth, war 
cannot be considered. We must con- 
sider how to educate these people 
together with the sensibility of an 
artist. In general, within the left in 
Turkey the petty-bourgeois intellectual 
is dominant and therefore there is 
always a tendency towards intellectu- 
als. We must overcome this. To over- 
means. to learn how to teach 
and succeed in creating new cadres 
from the people. 


come 


Collectivism Is The Best 
Mechanism For Education 
And Elimination of Problems 


hen private problems and 
\ Ñ | problems between individu- 
als became chronic, they 


consume all our energy and time. 
Rather, we should find solutions for 
the questions of how to make our area 
revolutionary, spread to other areas, 
educate our people, centralise our 
area, ..etc. When we put these ques- 
tions into focus and try to find neces- 
sary recruits and tools persistently, 
people will evolve, change or be elim- 
inated. There is no other way. The 
negative ones will go and through 
education and activity, new recruits 
will come to the surface. As long as 
there are no collective mechanisms to 
observe and define the sources of fail- 
ures clearly, this will not be possible. 


The Leader Must Give Life 
And Spirit To Collectivism By 
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The achievement o 
collectivism in 


organisational con- 
duct is a priority and 
is stands out among 
the different forms of 
sharing. Because the col- 
lectivism which is made 
effective in organisational 
conduct and relations will 
also reflect upon all the _ 
other aspects of our lives 
and have a positive effect 
on them. Otherwise, organ- 
isational conduct will be 
impeded and problems will 
get worse. Incompetence | 
and problems will prevent 
the development of the 
revolutionary war. 


His / Her Efforts And 
Abilities To Teach; 


at least advanced comrades, do not 

each have an educational group, 
it can be easily assumed that, either 
there are no education and collec- 
tivism, or if there are, they are not suf- 
ficient. Therefore, in such areas there 
can be no serious recruitment. This 
clearly means that; we shall not edu- 
cate and we shall go to the trouble of 
education. No, we cannot accept this. 
Whoever does not deserve his/her 
position, leaves his/her position. 
Each of our leaders will define, in a 
collective manner, the questions of 
«what kind of education», «how we 
shall gather people», «who we shall 
approach and how» and «what we 
need» Also, when necessary, he/she 
will find the place to educate in and 
prepare himself/herself to teach, that 
is, they will expend effort. To teach is 
to expend effort. A leader will be dis- 
ciplined (before his/her recruits), 
organised, will use time sensibly and 
show his/her recruits that he/she 
thinks, produces suggestions and poli- 
tics collectively and is well prepared 
before educating his/her recruits. 
Instead, to study on a day to day basis, 


J any of the areas, if our leaders or 
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spontaneously and in a non organised 
Way, not to plan the necessary time is 
the easy option, and the result are 
poor. As long as, the easy and poor 
option is preferred, the cadre question, 
the excuses of «absolutely not», 
«impossible», «they do not partici- 
pate», «they do not do»,... will always 
carry on and the present problems will 
resume. 


Individualism And Selfishness 
Are The Main Sources Of 
Negations, It’s Antidote Is 

Collectivism 


rom time to time, in some areas 

or units, we come across a very 

notable anarchism concerning 
the subjects of «What is organisa- 
tion?.. What is organisational disci- 
pline, what is instruction?.. How to 
perform in accordance with instruc- 
tion?.. How to write report?.. How to 
carry contact with lower and higher 
ranks?.. etc.». Our principles, rules 
and traditions are forgotten, in stead 
the conceitedness of the petty bour- 
geoisie takes its place. In accordance 
with the psychological situation of 
those people, their reactions and feel- 
ings take the place of principles and 
rules. Rather than organisational con- 
duct, they behave according to «their 
own minds». This type of behaviour 
will happen and, one way or another, 
we shall come across them. Our prob- 
lem is how to stop them before they 
become obstacles to the struggle and 
organisation and at the same time, 
how to win these troublemakers back. 
We can not solve every problem by 
«exiling», «dismissing» and «punish- 
ing». By selecting the time and place 
for criticism, punishment and sanction 
appropriately, rectifying the method, 
we aim to educate and develop. But 
since petty bourgeois leaders do not 
understand recruitment as we 
described above and grow accustomed 
to an easy and parasitic way, their 
emotions, reactions and an argumenta- 
tive style dominate. They prefers to 
lose and disperse, rather than to win 
and unite. Of course, for us the ques- 
tion is, «why and how these people of 
ours are as they are?», «how did they 
adopt revolutionary ideas and interpret 
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them and under what conditions?». 
Without this evaluation, correct meth- 
ods cannot be found. Besides, before 
the discussion of the right behaviour 
of a revolutionary and organised indi- 
vidual, most of our people, who 
recently rejected the degenerated cul- 
ture of the regime, do not show the 
respectful manners of ordinary people. 
They do not know how to behave, talk 
or even live in an orderly way. This is 
a matter of culture, morality and life 
style. Strange and degenerated types 
of behaviour will occur when we do 
not answer questions such as «Who is 
revolutionary?», «How does he/she 
live?», «What does he/she think? « 
Those who behave with their emotions 
and reactions are, in fact, weak and 
lack self-confidence. In so far as they 
regain their self-confidence, they can 
overcome their weakness. 
Comradeship, collective conduct 
which will surround them and criti- 
cism that develops within this frame- 
work will provide this self-confidence. 
Otherwise, quarrels and secret wars 
will continue. 


In practice, inexperienced young 
men/women can soon fail, become 
pessimistic or degenerated and if we 
cannot find a solution, they will with- 
draw themselves from the struggle. 
Today’s situation of people intensely 
participating in the struggle and then 
withdrawing from it, is the conse- 
quence of us not educating these peo- 
ple and putting them into a collective 
conduct and environment. 


The Weight Of Revolution Is 
Too Heavy For An Individual 
to Handle; This Weight Can 
Only Be Lifted By Shoulders 
That Are United And 
Strengthened By Collectivism; 


e have to have determined, 

bold policies that can pro- 

duce options in every new 
development. We have to evaluate 
even the minor events and find ways 
to reach to masses. If we do not push, 
some others will shape the masses 
incorrectly. This is absolute. Because, 
unless the right way is shown to mass- 
es, it will get more difficult for them 


to comprehend spontaneously. To be 
able to show this boldness requires the 
existence of collective mechanisms 
and people who know what to do in 
every area and in all units. 


For instance, the People’s Councils: if 
there is no such collective group of 
cadres who administer, organise and 
take decisions in the councils, also the 
council activities will not take place. 
The initiation period of councils 
should also be understood as the peri- 
od of the creation of council cadres. 
What does this mean? It means, firstly, 
to educate our own people, teach them 
what to do and how. These cadres who 
have already learned the principles 
will then work in the masses. We must 
teach them how to lead this work and 
reach out to the masses. 


As long as we do not approach prob- 
lems with the long term aim of revolu- 
tion and power, every day issues will 
come to the fore and we will concen- 
trate on these subordinate matters. The 
culture of democratic-association 
becomes the culture of organisation. 
Naturally, in such culture, assessing 
other people’s opinions and creating 
this richness will not take place. 
Instead, individualist decisions, self- 
administration and careerism will 
dominate. Sometimes people think 
they are the masters of universe. They, 
either understand the revolutionary 
struggle as much as the capacity of 
their intelligence allows, or do not 
understand at all. Therefore, with 
patience and due care we must work 
on people. People, whose minds are 
not developed, will not be free of sim- 
plicities and being clandestine. We 
must develop their minds. People who 
are depressed and preoccupied with 
their own problems can not bear the 
great problems of revolution. Either 
they are crushed underneath or 
become unstable. We must make them 
understand the seriousness and great- 
ness of revolution. 


The easy fall of the petty-bourgeoisie 
from arrogance to weakness and 
despair is also the result of not being 
able to unite with collectivism. 
Collective conduct and spirit are the 
steps towards understanding the great- 
ness of the revolutionary movement 
and revolution. 


n the summer of 
1998, a long- 
running conflict 
came to a head in 
former Yugoslavia 
- in the southern 
province of 
Kosovo, as it is called by 
the Serbs, or Kosova, to 
give it its Albanian 
name. The name 
Kosovo will be used in 
this article, simply 
because this is what it is 
generally called in 
English-language texts. 


Kosovo is often 
referred to as the cradle 
of the Serb nation. It was 
there that in 1389, the 
mediaeval Serb kingdom 
was destroyed by the 
Ottoman Empire at the 
battle of Kosovo Polje 
(the Field of Kosovo). As 
is often the case, a 
defeat rather than a 
victory took on epic 
significance and was the 
rallying point for a sense 
of Serb nationhood 
which survived centuries 
of rule by the Ottoman 
Empire. The immediate 
effect of the battle was 
to begin the Ottoman 
Empire’s period of 
dominance in the 
Balkans. 


Kosovo adjoins 


Albania proper, so the 
movement of people 
from there was relatively 
easy. Like oppressors 
throughout human 
history who ruled over a 
number of different 
subject peoples, the 
Ottomans played a 
game of divide and rule 
with ethnic groups. After 
the death of 
Skanderbeg, the last 
major Albanian rebel 
against the Ottomans, 
the majority of Albanians 
accepted Islam and 
Ottoman rulers used 
them as a counter to the 
Orthodox Serbs, stirring 
up animosity between 
the peoples. So large 
numbers of Albanians 
were settled in Kosovo, 
and Kosovo’s population 
has been mainly 
Albanian since about the 
16th century. Something 
like a third of the 
Albanians in the world 
live in Kosovo. 


The decline of the 
Ottoman Empire caused 
this situation to unravel, 
especially after Serbia 
regained its 
independence in the 
19th century. Kosovo 
was included within its 
borders, despite its 
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imperialism plays 
old game of 
divide and rule 


largely Albanian 
population. Albanian 
nationalism existed (a 
superficially independent 
Albania dominated by 
Austria-Hungary was 
founded in 1912), but at 
first was a negligible 
factor. Before World War 
|, Austria-Hungary used 
Kosovo as a way to 
intrigue against Serbia. 
For example, it was 
falsely claimed in the 
Austrian press that 
Serbs in the Kosovo 
town of Prizren had 
assaulted the Austrian 
consul there, and this 
nearly led to war. When 
World War | did break 
out a few years later, 
Austria-Hungary played 
the old game of 
stimulating some types 
of national sentiment to 
combat others. So 
Albanian nationalism 
was stimulated by the 
Austrians, and some 
Albanian units were 
armed by them as a 
counter to the Serbs. In 
the age of modern 
imperialism as described 
by Lenin in «Imperialism, 
the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism», divide and 
rule is evident just as 
much as in the time of 
the mediaeval Ottomans. 
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Following World War |, 
Kosovo was back in Serbia as 
part of the newly-founded 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Non- 
Serbs, among them the Kosovo 
Albanians, justly complained of 
ethnic discrimination. The swift 
collapse of Yugoslavia under 
the Nazi German attack of 1941 
(in a two-week campaign, the 
German forces lost only 560 
killed, compared with about 
5,000 in the attack on Greece, 
which also was not defeated 
quite so quickly) was partly the 
fruit of the ethnic discrimination 
between the wars. The lack of 
unity between peoples made 
Yugoslavia an easy prey to 
external aggression. In the 
partisan warfare that followed, 
the German and Italian fascists 
tried with some success to 
exploit ethnic hatreds, recruiting 
many Kosovo Albanians into the 
Waffen-SS «Skanderbeg» 
division which committed 
atrocities against Serbs. 
Albanians were also killed in 
cold blood by Serbs. (It should 
be added that there were also 
Serb collaborators with fascism, 
especially those following a 
general named Nedic.) 


After liberation, Albania and 
Yugoslavia were closely 
associated, but Kosovo 
remained a sore point. Albanian 
Communist partisans later 
stated that Tito’s Yugoslav 
Communist partisans committed 
atrocities against Albanians in 
Kosovo during and immediately 
after the war. Such statements 
were not made public, however, 
until after Albania’s break with 
Yugoslavia. 


Yugoslavia regarded the 
Kosovo Albanians as a threat, 
not least because its relations 
with Albania itself ranged from 
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bad to just short of war. Tito’s 
deputy Rankovic became 
associated with a policy of 
systematic discrimination 
against Kosovo Albanians. 
Albanian separatism in Kosovo 
was blamed on Tirana, and 
indeed a constant propaganda 
war went on between Albania 
and Yugoslavia over Kosovo, 
but Albanian discontent also 
had local roots - Kosovo was 
one of the least developed parts 
of Yugoslavia during the Tito 
years. 


And then Yugoslavia died, 
and even the pretence of 
maintaining relations based on 
equality among nations died 
with it. Serbia has ruled Kosovo 
with an iron fist while the wars 
with the Croats and the 
Bosnians went on elsewhere. 
Tension and oppression 
continued in the 1990s, and 
came to a head this year. The 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), 
consisting of ethnic Albanians, 
rose up against the Serbs. After 
claiming to control 40% of 
Kosovo, the KLA was beaten 
back by a Serb counter-attack 
which drove over 200,000 
Albanians as refugees into 
other countries. The KLA have 
not been called «terrorists» for 
rebelling by the USA, which 
normally does not stint from 
applying such designations to 
liberation groups. The KLA are 
probably not considered to be a 
threat to US interests, and the 
Serbs are not considered to 
benefit them - hence the US 
display of discretion. 


That the Serbs are 
oppressing the Albanians is 
beyond doubt. An old game is 
once again being played in 
Kosovo. External forces are 
seeking to intervene in the 


situation. Fascists from Turkey 
are beginning to beat the 
Albanian nationalist drum. The 
Nizami Alem (World Order) 
organisation has appealed for 
the creation of a «Kosovo 
Volunteers Army», supposedly 
to provide humanitarian aid to 
Albanian refugees (Agence 
France Presse, August 18, 
1998). Nizami Alem is 
associated with Turkey’s BBP 
(Great Unity Party), itself a split 
from the fascist MHP which is 
connected to the Grey Wolves. 
The BBP only differs from the 
MHP in that BBP propaganda is 
more Islamic. Fascists from 
Turkey are already known to 
have been involved in the 
fighting in Chechnya and 
Bosnia. At the end of the 20th 
century, it would appear that the 
authorities in Turkey are trying 
to play the Albanian card, rather 
like Austria-Hungary did when 
the century was still young. 
Fascists of all nationalities are 
in their element in a situation 
where the only «solutions» 
being offered are nationalist 
ones, in this case Serb versus 
Albanian. 


The ones who have been 
victimised are the people. They 
were the ones who suffered 
with the break-up of Yugoslavia, 
and the exploitation of ethnic 
differences by fascists and 
imperialists. They are the ones 
suffering in the events in 
Kosovo.The only solution for the 
people of Kosovo, like others in 
the Balkans, is self- 
determination without 
interference by outside forces, 
and unity of the peoples against 
fascism and imperialism. 
Otherwise the age-old pattern of 
powerful countries and empires 
exploiting ethnic differences will 
be repeated yet again. 


From KIZILDERE to BALKICA... 


Two DHKP-C Guerrillas were 
martyred on Ege Mountains. 


DHKC urban guerilla 
units hit contra-guerrilla 
centres with rockets- 


